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A Full and Circumſtantial 
K O N 
OF THE 
EE ̃ 1 4A 


OF THE 


Rev. Doctor DOD D, 


AT Tur 


Seſſions Houſe in the Old Bailey, 


On Saturday the 22d of February, 1777, 


Before the Hon. BARON PERRYN, 


For Forging a BOND 


Amounting to Four Thouſand 'Two Hundred Pounds, 
purporting to be the Bond of the Right Honourable 


The EARL of CHESTERFIELD. 


Wherein is accurately related, 


The Arguments of the Council on the various Points of Law; 


A full Account of the Examination of the Witneſſes ; 
| The Priſoner's Defence, &c. 
With Original Remarks on the T rial, 
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N Saturday laſt came on, at the Seſſions Houſe, 
in the Old Bailey, the Trial of the Rev. Dr, Wil- 
liam Dodd, for Forgery ; which was for forging, 
and aſſiſting in forging, or in counterfeiting the 
name of the Right Hon. Philip, Earl of Cheſterfield, in 
the Signature of a Bond, in the penalty of 84.001. conditioned 
in the payment of 42001. as the purchaſe of an annuity, pay- 
able quarterly from the date thereof, in the ſum of 7ool. 
per annum, during the life of the Earl of Cheſterfield; and 

likewiſe for counterfeiting' the name of the ſaid Earl of 
Cheſterfield to a receipt, purporting to be a receipt for the 
ra nan ſum ; and for publiſhing the ſame, knowing it to 

e forged. | 
The Council for the Doctor, who were Mr. Howarth, 
Mr. Cowper, and Mr. Buller, moved that he might read 
a paper then in his hand, to the following purport, ta. 
which the Court agreed: | 
Ar. Dodd. My Lords, I am informed that an indictment 
againſt me has been found upon the Evidence of Mr. Robin- 
fon, who has been taken out of Newgate, without any au- 
thority or leave from your Lordſhips, for the purpoſe of 
procuring the bill to be found, Mr, Robinſon is 3 5 
5 witne 


147 


— Ser "2 Les ache not 3 2 8 . a; "0% — has [3 — 
DN pa 3 * \ ES 

2 . 4 _— * * PL” PR 

— 7 — * * 


TT 


witneſs to the Bond, and, as I conceive, will be ſwearing 


to exculpate himſelf, if he can be permitted to be a witneſs. 


againſt me; and as the bill has been found upon his evi- 
dence, and was ſurreptitiouſly obtained, I ſubmit to your 
Lordſhips. I ought not to be compelled to plead to this in- 
dictment ; and upon this queſtion I beg to be heard by my 


Council. My Lords, I beg leave furtherto obſerve to your 
Lordſhips, that the Gentlemen upon the other {ide are bound 


over to proſecute Mr. Robinſon likewiſe. 

The matter was then argued by Mr. Howarth, Mr. Cow- 
per, and Mr. Buller, for the Defendant ; and Mr, Mans- 
field and Mr. Davenport, for the Proſecution. | 

After the arguments of the Council were over, and the 


Court were of opinion the Doctor ſhould be tried, the Coun- 


eil for the Priſoner deſired they might be permitted to refer it 


to the twelve Judges, Whether he ought to be tried? 


Mr. Alderman Wooldridge got up, and ſpoke to the fol- 


lowing purport. My Lords, I am extremely ſorry to be 


called upon to juſtify a conduct, which, I conceive, found- 
ed in humanity, and which, I hope, will be productive of 


+ good, I happened to be the perſon to whom it was 


rft mentioned that an order for the delivery of Lewis Ro- 
binſon, had been fraudulently, ſurreptitiouſly, 1 will not 


ſay wickedly obtained, but I will ſay, without impeaching 


the reſpectability of the learned Council, or the reſpect- 
ability of Mr. Manly, the Solicitor for the Proſecution, 


that order was applied for while I had the honour of _— | 


upon this Bench, and that order was poſitively refuſed, 


jay, that in juſtification of my own conduct, I think my- 
ſelf called upon to juſtify that conduct; and in my own: 


heart, I feel a neceſſity for ſpeaking. I do call upon the Officer 
of this Court, to account for doing what he was ſtrictly for- 
bid to do, Whether he has done it without fee or reward, 


J will not ſay; but he has done that which is taking it out 


of the power of the Court, in the caſe of a perſon. who was 
committed for a very high offence, equally committed with 
the priſoner at the bar. I happened to be ſitting with the 
Lord Mayor at the time both thoſe perſons were examined, 
and an application was made to admit Mr, Robinſon to bail. 
It appeared to his Lordſhip, and the other Gentlemen upon 


the Bench with him, not to be proper to admit Robin- 


fon. to bail, for the reaſons that appeared to his Lordfhip, and 
the other Juſtices then preſent : thoſe reaſons I, hope, are 
not done away in conſequence of an order fraudulently, 

j | wickedly, 
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wickedly, and waliciouſly, and perhaps obtained by ſome- 
thing worſe than all theſe epithets, It is not for me to ſay, 
what has or has not been given for that order; it is ſufficient 
for me to ſay, the perſon has been delivered in conſequence 
of that falſe and wicked order, which was obtained from the 
Officer of the Court, though the Court refuſed it, whereby 
that perſon now ſtands clear of the crime which he has com- 
mitted. It ſtrikes me with aſtoniſhment! and what the 
learned Council may fay in juſtification of that conduct, 
| Is not for me to combat. I know nothing of law, I ſpeak 
from what I feel in my own heart, for the ſake of juſtice 
that juſtice ſhould not be partially inflicted upon one man, 
to the total exculpation of the other. The priſoner at the 
bar may or may not be guilty of the whole ; but the other per- 
ſon was equally committed, and ought to be equally put upon 
His trial. You have obviated that, by an order, falſely, wicked- 
ly, and ſurreptitiouſly obtained. The Council for the pri- 
ſoner at the bar have moved to have this order cancelled ; and 
I have no doubt in ſaying, conſidering what has been done, 
that I have a right to call upon this Bench to puniſh the 
Officer, for what I conceive, the higheſt offence he could 
be guilty of, leaving out the criminality. I ſay, if the Pri- 
ſoner at the bar is convicted by means of this order being 
ſurreptitiouſly obtained, I would not ſtand in the Clerk's 
place for all it is worth. I ſay, let him hold up his hand, 
lay his hand upon his breaſt and ſay, whether he does not 
think the blood of the man who ſtands at the bar will not fall 
upon his head. 

Ar. Cowper, alſo Council for the defendant, moved the 
Court, that the order, which was obtained for the removal 
of Robinſon from the goal of Newgate to the Old Bailey, 
to give evidence before the Grand: Jury, be delivered into 
the care of Mr. Akerman, that it might be forth-coming 
whenever it was called for. t | 
Ar. Alderman Plomer ſpoke in exculpation of the Officer 
of the Court, who had delivered out ſuch order; and ſaid, 
that he acted upon the veracity of Mr. Manly, from whom 
he underſtood it was the order of this Court: and obſerved, * 
he was clear, that without he had attended to the veracity of 
Mr. Manly, he would not have done it; and therefore he de- 
fired the affidavit of the Officer, Mr. Deacon, might be then 
read in Court, reſpecting the informatlon Mr. Manly and 
his Clerk had brought him to procure the order. 

The Court declined entering into any altercation on that 
˖ | account, 
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account, and directed the Clerk of the Arraigns to read the 
ind&ment, which was accordingly done: and the queſtion 
being put to the priſoner at the bar, Whether he was, or 
not, guilty ? the priſoner, Dr. Dogd, pleaded Not Guilty— 
and put himſelf upon his country. | | 

Upon which the iſſue was joined. 
T he indictment was ſhortly ſtated, by a junior Counfel for 
the proſecution ; and Mr. Mansfield opened more at large. 
Mr. Mansfield. Gentlemen of the Jury, What you have 
already heard is an indictment againft the priſoner at the bar, 
Dr. Dodd, for the crime of Forgery ; which, in the words 
of the indictment, is forging, or cauſing or procuring to be 
forged, and aiding and aſliſting in forging a falſe inſtrument, 
in printing and writing, called a Bond; and another charge 
for forging a receipt; the bond and receipt relating to one 
another, being two different inſtruments. The indictment 
charges him with being a forger of thoſe two inſtruments, 
and aſſiſting in forging them, and as publiſhing them know- 
ing them to be forged. To this indictment Dr. Dodd has 
pleaded not guilty; and it is now brought before you to de- 
cide whether Dr. Dodd is guilty or not of either of theſe 
charges ſo imputed to him. As this proſecution, and this 
tranſaction, and the ſubject, has been made ſo much the topic 
of general diſcourſe, and has been fo circulated in the papers, 
that there is ſcarce any man, that is at all acquainted with 
what paſſes in this City, but ſuppoſes himſelf to know very 
much about the crime imputed to Dr. Dodd ; and from the 
ſtories that have been circulated, and from the repreſentati- 
ons at the time, that judgements are very apt to be formed 
_ prefdicially to the perſon in whoſe caſe you are now to de- 
termine; it is impoſſible to be prevented, or to keep ſubjects 
of this ſort from being made the topic of public talk; be- 
cauſe prejudices are apt to ariſe in the minds of men who fit 
in judgement of this matter; and I mention this to you 
merely for this reaſon, becauſe myſelf, as well as the proſe- 
cutors of Dr. Dodd, would be very ſorry that he, or any 
man ſtanding in his ſituation, ſhould ſuffer from the leaſt 
prejudice of any _ that has been read or ſaid before the 
actual trial; and I wiſh you therefore, upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, ſo to judge and ſo to act, as if the preſent was the 
firſt information that ever reached your ears about the 
matter ; and that you will ſuppoſe it now entirely freſh, and 
that this is the firſt moment of your lives in which you knew 
Dr. Dodd was to be brought to.a trial under an accuſation of 
1 ” forgery 
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forgery. It would be a great pleaſure to me, and I am ſure 
it would to thoſe who proſecute this caſe, if you ſhould find 
the evidence ſhould be ſuch as would in your judgement 
. warrant you to pronounce Dr. Dodd not guilty of the crime 

 Imputed to him. Upon the other hand, if the evidence 

ſhould. be fo full, as beyond all doubt to evince the guilt im- 
puted to him, however you or any man may lament a gen- 
tleman of his function and character ſhould deſcend to ſuch 
a crime, yet uneaſy and diſtaſteful as the office is, however 
diſagreable to perform, it will be your province to pronounce 
him guilty, though I ſincerely wiſh it may be in your 
power to acquit the doctor. But from the few plain facts 
I have to ſtate to you, I believe it will be utterly impoſſible 
for any man that hears the ſtory proved to think him ſo, It 
will be enough to prove him either to be the perſon who for- 
ged, or the perſon who publiſhed the inftrument or the re- 
ceipt, which is the ſame thing, knowing them to be. forged ; 
the crime is the ſame, and the concluſion is the ſame, the 
puniſhment to be inflifted is the ſame, But I am afraid 
this unfortunate gentleman will be proved to be certainly 
the author of the forgery, and likewiſe the publiſher, The 
fats by which this will be made out to you are but few; 
the bond is for a large ſum, the ſum of 42001. purporting to 
be the bond of Lord Cheſterfield to Mr, Fletcher, The 
receipt is for 4200). paid by Mr. Fletcher, with the ſignature _ 
of Lord Cheſterfield,” purporting to be the receipt of his 
lordſhip,” It is a bond to grant an annuity of 700l. a year, 
and 42001. was the ſum to be raiſed upon it. The bond is 
apparently ſigned by Lord Cheſterfield, or ſigned by the 
name of Cheſterfield it is atteſted by Dr. Dodd]; it is at- 
teſted alſo with the name of Lewis Robinſon. It will 
be proved to you moſt clearly by Lord Cheſterfield himſelf; 
us well as others perfectly well acquainted with Lord Cheſ- 
terfield's manner of writing, that this is not his hand writing; 
and that he never ſigned it. It will be made out clearly to 
be ſigned by ſomebody elſe, or to have been forged by ſome- 
| body elſe. The ſame obſervation is to be made with re- 
gard to the receipt : when that is proved, as it will be; not 
to be the bond; and not to be the receipt of Lord Cheſter- 
field, but to have been forged by ſomebody; it will then be 
proved to you beyond a doubt, that it is the hand writing of 
the perſon who wrote the name of William Dodd, the per- 
fon now before you, and that it was written by himſelf : 
his hand writing is extremely well known, and that hand 

| | A writing 
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writing will be very clearly proved to you. Now, gentſe- 
men, if the caſe reſted there, unleſs it was in the power 
(which for me I wiſh it might be) of the priſoner at the bar 
to ſhew you it was not his hand-writing, or that Lord Cheſ- 
terfield's apparent ſigning was really Lord Cheſterfield's, 
why there would be clear and deciſive evidence in his favour. 
As to the forgery of this bond, there is as ſtrong evidence. 
as can poſſibly be obtained to prove a forgery, In general, 
in theſe caſes, hands are diſguiſed, and fictitious names are 
uſed, and it is pretty difficult to make out a ſignature; but 
here it will be proved, that the name, William Dodd, is 
clearly and truly the hand writing of the priſoner. Then, if 
the hand writing of a perſon charged as a forger, is proved 
to be his, by witneſſes, and he cannot explain it or prove it to 
be any other perſons, there is a clear and full proof that it ig 
forged by him; and if the caſe ſtopt at that point, I am 
afraid it will be perfectly impoſſible for the priſoner to make 
out his innocency; but as there are various other circum- 
ſtances in this caſe, it is neceſſary for me to relate them to 


When this bond firſt appeared, which was I believe to 
Mr. Fletcher, or Mr, Peach, who aſſiſted Mr. Fletcher in 
the tranſaction of money matters, it then was ſigned by the 
name of Cheſterfield, with theſe witneſſes. names of Dodd 
and Robinſon affixed to it. It had this effect, that the mo- 
ney, to the amount of 4200l. was advanced. Mr, Robin- 
ſon, I believe, was the broker employed, to. negotiate this 
matter. After the money had been obtained, and 
depoſited, Mr. Manly, who acted. as attorney for Mr. 
Fletcher, obſerved upon the bond a very remarkable blot ; 
there was no-particular.effe& I believe in this blot, it was 
in the letter e, in the word ſever. This I. think was upon 
the 5th of February; that bore. date upon the 4th. Mr. 
Manly ſeeing this, it ſtruck him with ſomething ſingular ; 
he ſpoke to Mr. Fletcher about it, and told him that this 
bond had a very odd blot in it; there were ſome ſtrokes 
above and below the bond, that had a very fingular appear- 
ance; one cannot very well tell, but they looked to be done 
with a pen; there are ſome ſcratches as if it was done, or at- 
tempted to be done on purpoſe. In talking about it, Mr. 
Fletcher wiſhed another bond might be prepared and car- 
ried to Lord Cheſterfield for him to execute it; this pro- 
duced a meeting between Mr. Manly and Lord. Cheſter+ 
feld upon the 7th of February. Lord Cheſterfield — 

| 3 
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this, was immediately ſtruck with it, and ſaid it was a for 
gery, it was not his bond. The next ſtep taken, was an 
information laid before the Lord Mayor; Dr. Dodd and 
Mr. Robinſon were both carried before that magiſtrate; but 
8 thereto, Mr. Manly went, together with an officer, 
o apprehend the priſoner, and Mr. Robinſon. At firſt 
they went only to Dr. Dadd, and Mr. Manly then ac- 

uainted Dr, Dodd with the bufineſs ; and Mr. Manly told 
Dr. Dodd, he was very ſorry to attend him upon ſuch an 
occaſion, but it was a. charge of forgery againſt him, and 
forging a bond of Lord Cheſterfield. Dr. Dodd appeared, 
as any one naturally would, having ſuch a charge brought 
againſt him, very much ſhocked. He was aſked, what it 
was that could induce him to do this thing? And Dr. 
Dodd, ſtruck and overwhelmed with ſuch a charge fo 
brought againſt him, and Robinfon being 'prefent, whoſe 
name appears upon the bond, Dr. Dodd faid it was urgent 


neceſſity induced him to do it. He then gave reaſons in 
particular, that he meant no injury to Lord Cheſterheld, 


or any one; that he intended to pay the money back, and 
he had reſources by which he ſhould be able te do it; but 
he he did not deny, neither did he pretend to deny, fay, or 
inſinuate, that he was innocent of the charge, but endea- 
voured ſome way to palliate it. They were carried before 
the Magiſtrate, before whom Dr. Dodd did not deny it; 
but he applied for mercy ;z and ſaid, that he was willing to 
make every return in his power ; that he had a regard for 
Lord Cheſterfield, and truſting to his compaſſion, he hoped 
there would be no proſecution, Neither then, nor when 
Mr. Manly firſt charged him, did he at all deny the crime, 
but held that converſation which did in the moſt expreſs 
terms admit his guilt, This is in general the amount of 
the proofs againſt Dr, Dodd, which depend upon Lord 
Cheſterfield, and thoſe acquainted with his hand and Dr, 
"Dodd's, and upon thoſe preſent at the examination before the 
Lord Mayor. Beſides this, we ſhall be able to explain to you, 
how this matter began, and was tranſacted, Mr. Robin- 
ſon was, as I told you before, a broker, and appears to have 
been the agent of Dr. Dodd, in this buſineſs. But I muft, 
in juſtice to Mr, Robinſon, ſay, that he was moſt perfectly 
ſatisfied from the repreſentations of Dr. Dodd, that it was 
a bond of Lord Cheſterfield's ; and there are more and bet- 
ter reaſons for me to ſay this; becauſe, at the very firſt in- 
| 4 B 2 derxiew 
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terview in the preſence of Mr. Manly, when he charged 
Dr. Dodd, Mr. Robinſon called out to Dr. Dodd to acquit 
him; Mr. Robinſon applied to Dr. Dodd, and called out 
upon him to ſay, whether he was not perfectly innocent; 
and it is juſtice to Dr. Dodd as well as Mr. Robinſon to 
ſay that upon that occaſion he did, and in the moſt empha- 
tical expreſs terms, acquit Mr. Robinſon from being in 
any reſpect criminally, or, as being at all acquainted with 
the forgery, or having any thing to do with it :—this he 
did in terms perfectly explicit, and in terms that did con- 
vince every body. that had any thing to do in this affair, or 
were concerned in this proſecution, though Mr. Robinſon is 
certajnly blameable in ſuffering his name to appear upon an 
| Inſtrument which he did nat ſee executed by Lord Cheſter- 
field; as, being a witneſs, he tells the world he did ſee it 
executed: though he did wrong in that, yet he was himſelf 
impoſed upon, and bore no part of the forgery, or is at all 
criminal ; Mr. Robinſon will tell you, that from Dr, Dodd 
he received the bond ; at his inſtance he negotiated this 
buſineſs, And Dr, Dodd had the money produced from this 
inſtrument we know, becauſe by Dr. Dodd that Money he 
Tecejyed upon the bond was refunded, not all, but the ſum 
of 3000}. in notes, upon the houſe of Raymond and Co. of 
which Mr, Fletcher was one partner, and another 200]. q 
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crime, it is equal in the eye of the law with reſpect to the 
8 that is the ſame. Mr. Robinſon is guilty of a 
behaviour, which no one can but blame him for, as having 
ſuffered his name to ſtand upon this bond, which he had 
never ſeen executed at the time; but all this was under a 
perfect perſuaſion of, and in conſequence of repreſentations 
from Dr. Dodd, that the bond was really genuine. Upon 
theſe facts I have ſuggeſted to you, you know very well it 
will be for you to draw a concluſion. If the evidence be 
fuch as does irreſiſtably prove Dr. Dodd forged or publiſhed 
the bond or receipt, or either of them, knowing them to be 
forged, —if you ſee no room upon the evidence to doubt of 
his guilt, you will pronounce him guilty : but, if you are 
not perfectly convinced that he is guilty, to be ſure you and 
every perſon concerned, will be zlad to find there ſhould be 
a _—_ for giving a contrary verdict, and ſaying he is not 
ullty, | 2 | 
Lord Cheſter field was firſt called upon, not ſworn nor examĩ- 
ned, as it was neceflary firſt to make him a competent wit- 
neſs, toſhew he was diſintereſted in the tranſaction, reſpecting 
any claim to the bond; a general releaſe was produced 
and proved, when Mr, John Manly was ſworn, who proved, 
the releaſe was executed by Mr, Fletcher, to my Lord 
Cheſterfield. Rp | 
[The releaſe was read in Court, by which it appeared 
that all demands by Fletcher and Co. upon Lord 
Cheſterfield, were releaſed to the preſent time.] 
Then the bond was produced. Mr. Manly gave evi- 
dence it came into his cuſtody upon Tueſday the fourth of 
February inftant, and it had been in his cuſtody ever ſince, 
except one night, which was Friday the jth of February, 
when it was delivered to the cuſtody of Mr. Fletcher ; when 
it was delivered at his houſe, and the bond being produced 
to him, being aſked whether that was the bond which he 
gave to Mr, Fletcher, and received back from him, he ſaid, 
he verily believed it to be ſo, Mr. Fletcher was ſworn, 
who proved he received the bond from Mr, Manly, and 
that it was always in his cuſtody, till he delivered it to Mr, 
Manly again, | | 
Mr. John Manly ſaid, that he had delivered it to the cuſ- 
tady of his brother, Mr. William Manly, who was his 
clerk, to copy it. „ 25 
Mr. William Manly was ſworn, who depoſed, he received 
it from his brother Mr, John Manly to eopy, and that he 
WEL. delivered 
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delivered it to him again as ſoon as copied, and that it never 
was out of his cuſtody, till delivered to his brother, John 
Manly; and he proved the bond produced in Court, was the 
ſame Pond he had copied and delivered. 

Then my Lord Cheſterfield being ſworn, and the bond 
being produced to him, the following queſtions were aſked : 

ls that name Chefterfield in that bond your OY 8 
hand writing ? 

Lord C. It is not. | 
©, Was the bond ever produced to you till produced by 
Mr, Manly ? 
Lord C. I never ſaw it till that time. 
When was that? 

Lord C. Friday the 7th of February. 

2, Will you be ſo good as to look at the receipt, is that 
your Lordſhip's hand writing? 

Lord C. No. 

2, Did you ever ſee that bond wks it was ae by 
Mr. Manly ? 

Lord C. No. 

©, Do you know the priſoner William Dodd ? 

Lord C. Les. 

2. Have you known him any time, 

Lord C. Yes. 

©, He was your Lordſhip' s tutof? 

Lord C. He was, 

Q. Have you ever ſeen him write? 

Lord C. I have. 

2. Do you know the hand writing upon that bond to be 
his hand writing? 
Tord C. I believe it to be his hand writing. 
Mr, Innis was then fworn. 

Council for the proſecutor. Look at the 8 of that 
bond. Are you acquainted with Lord Cheſterfield's hand 
writing? 
Sir. 

©. Look at the name, Chofierfeld, at the hate of that 
bond—is that his hand writing? Zi ; 
Ta No. . 

©, Look at the receipt—is that his hand writing e 

A. Neither is this his hand writing. 5 
Mr. Samuel Leacroft called,# and aſted if he had ſeen Doctor 
| Dodd write? 

4. I cannot ſay I have. 

James 


8 
James Neale ſworn.” 
\ Do you know the priſoner at the bar? 
Jes. 

8. Have you ſeen him write ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Be ſo good as to lack at that bond—is hin name 2 1 
* Dodd his hand 2 

A. I ſpeak to my knowledge—it is his hand writing. 

2 There is another name William Dodd to the N | 
is that to your belief his hand writing? 

A. Yes, I do apprehend it is. 

Court. Have you ſeen him write frequently? 

A. I have ſeen him write frequently; 1 have attended 
the committee appointed for the relief of perſons confined 
for ſmall debts; a charity he is the founder of; 'T am ths 
treaſurer of it, 

And you have frequently ſeen him write? 

FF 4 When he came to the committee, I have ſeen him 
Write. 

. And from your knowledge, have you any reaſon to 
believe the name of William Dodd, which is ſet to the bond 
and receipt, is the hand writing of "William Dodd, the pri- 
ſoner at the bar? 


A. Les. | | 
Lord Cheſterfield's Steward ſworn. 
. You are the Steward to Lord Cheſterfield ? 
ri. 
2 Have you often ſeen his nr write? 
A. Frequently. 
7 Do you know his hand writing ? 
Very well. 
1 Look and fee whether you believe that is kidowen hand 
writing (ſhewing him the bond.) 
A. No, Sir, I never ſaw Lord Cheſterfield write in this 
manner, 
Court. Look at Lord Cheſterfield's name to the bond ind 
receipt; ou believe it not to be Lord Cheſterfield's hand | 


wr Jing J : 
O0. 


_ [The Court defired it might be compared with the re- 
cord; it was accordingly done by defendants council, while 
the indictment was read; and the Court aſked whether my 
had examined it, to ſee if it correſponded. ] | 

Council ; 
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cui! for defendant ſaid it did : when Mr, John Manly 
was deſired by the Court, to give a full account of what he 


knew reſpecting the tranſaction. 


Mr. John Manly. Upon Tueſday the 4th of F "os the | 
produced bond— 
Court. February laſt?- + 
A. February laſt, February inſtant, my bard: The p pro- 
duced bond, with a warrant of attorney, and a letter in my 
poſſeſſion, were left at my chambers, as I was told, , by . Mr. 
Peach. I was not at home, 
Court. Who is Mr. Peach? 
A. Mr. Peach is a merchant in Bread-fſtreet, and came 
{with the broker, as I was informed when I came in) with 
a bond and warrant of attorney, to confeſs a Judgment for 
me to look at. 
Peach is a merchant, you ſay ? 
＋. A ſilk merchant. 
Q. He came to 125 with the broker ? 


7 This is, as I was informed, with the broket Robinſon, 
Lewis Robinſon. | 
> With the bond Fae warm of attorney ? 
Yes, 


Counſel for defendant objected that this was not e 
as it was information only. 
Mr. Baron Peryn (who tried the priſoner) ſaid, it is not 


evidence, nor ſhall I ſum it up to the jury, unleſs made ſo. 


Mr. Manly. Theſe were laid upon my deſk ; when I came 
home from Weſtminſter, I aſked what they were, and I was 
informed they were left by Mr, Peach; and farther, that the 
ſum of money had been paid. This is all the information 1 


had then. 


Court. It is a fact you found thoſe things upon your deſk, 
when you came home to chambers ? 

A. Yes, my Lord, I did. I was informed they were left 
for me to look at, to ſee if they were all right. 

Court. Was it on behalf of any particular client? 

A. They were left by Mr. Peach. Mr. Fletcher and 
Mr. Peach are both my 1 when I peruſed the bond 
firſt, I obſerved in the condition of the bond, a very remark. 
able Not in the letter (e) in the word ſeven. Four thou. 
ſand two hundred peunds ; in the word ſeven in the an- 
nuity, it was a blot of a particular and remarkable nature: 
it did not appear to me to be the effect of chance, but the 


"operation 


* 
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operation of a pen. The Ation of a pen in a particular man» 
ner; in the hair ſtroke it is very remarkable. 


Court. Shew the bond to the ju 


anſwer, to give me any reaſon or cauſe to ſuſpect a forgery ; 


[1 | rn | lar) to 
let Mr. Fletcher know it; accordingly I ſent to Mr. Net. 


A. The next day my Lord I ſhewed Mr. Fletcher the 
bonds and the blot, I aſked him what he thought of it, he 
ſaid ik was ſomething remarkable of the two; I ſaid it was; 
upon that he deſired it, and ſaid, I think it is beſt to write 
over a new bond, and I will get you to wait upon Lord 
Cheſterfield with it. | ; 

_ Comnicil for the proſecuter. Tell the Court and the gentle- 
men of the Jury, when it was you firſt faw Dr. Dodd. 

A. Shall I mention what paſſed with Lord Cheſterfield 


rſt, NE : 1 i PDR | > 
Court. I think it will fave time to let Mr. Manly tell his 
ſtory? | EY 


©. You went to Lord Cheſterfield's? 
Council for the priſoner. Mr. Manly knows very well what 
is evidence, and therefare I defire he will not enter into any 
:. ff br : 
Court. He is going to give evidence of what he has referred 
to already, and therefore he may go on without interrup- 
TIONS 2-4 | : 


Mr. Manly. Upon Thurſday the 6th of February, Iwent 
to Lord Cheſterheld's ; not meeting with his Lordſhip at 
home, I took the liberty of writing a note to his Lordſhip, 
acquainting his Lordſhip of my villa and the byſineſs, and 
that I ſhould call the next morning at ten. Accordingly 
ſoon after ten upon Friday morning, I went to Lord Chei- 
. terficld, to ſee his Lordſhip ; his Lordſhip was above ſtairs; 
when I carne to the room door, his Lordſhip met me, ſay- 
ing, you called about a bond; I Gid I did. Ho Lordſhip's 
anſwer was, he bad burnt 20 bond which ſurpriſe 


WW 
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little; it was afterwards explained, that he had given one 
bond for five hundred pounds before he was of age, that he 
had burnt it when he came of age, otherwiſe it was 4 myſ- 
tery. I told his Lordſhiꝑ I did not underſtand his meaning; 
I immediately introduced the bond in'queſtion'to his Lord- 
ſhip; Mr. Innis was preſent with. his Lordſhip ; my Lord 
Cheſterfield immediately diſowned the bond. 

The council for the priſoner objected, and faid, it was 


101 evidence, and that he muſt, upon the part of Dr. Dodd, 
object to any thing being mentioned to the Court which is 


nat evidence; for all that paſſed in converſation with Mr. 
Manly and other perſons in the abſence of Dr. Dodd, is not 
evidence admiſſible againſt the priſoner. 

Court, Non't you confider Lord Chifterfietd hab been 


already examined as, evidence. 


Council for the priſoner,” I have no objection to have Low 
Cheſterficld examined to any thing, but this is certainly de- 
fective evidence? 

Court. They may aſk the queſtion of. Lord Cheſterfield, 


whether when the bond was offered by Manly, he diſown- 
ed it. 


Tord Cheſterfield, I did? 

Mr. Mandy. Immediately as Lord Cheſterfield diſowned 
the bond, I went into the city to acquaint, Mr. Fletcher. 

Court 9. This is in courſe a narrative, and wil bring 
Dr. Dodd preſent, and then it would be evidence ? 

” © 7 3 

Court, What Fletcher ſaid to you or you to bi 5 is not 


f material, 1 ſuppoſe he told you to apply to Dr. Dodd? 


No, I went to Mr. Fletcher to inform him what his 


| Lordſhip ſaid, that it was not his bond, and to conſult him 
what ſteps he would take upon it. Lord Cheſterfield ſug- 


geſted to me, Dr. Dodd was gone off, that is the reaſon I 


did apply to hirn. 


Court. That is not evidence moſt eertainly. You con- 


3 


ſulted Mr. Fletcher what ſteps to take, Lord Cheſterfield 
4 44 5 the bond? S 


A. Yes 1 did. | 
' ©. What did you do ? 
A, Upon that we went to Guildhall, Mr. Fletcher, my- 


- ſelf, and Mr. Innis, to prefer an information reſpecting this 


forgery, or the ſuſpicions of it, in order to get a warrant 


againſt the Broker and Dr. Dodd. My Lord Mayor upon 
a rhe infirmation being taken, granted a warrant or warrants 


againſt 
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againſt them both; before the warrant I believe was ſigned 
| by his Lordſhip, Robinſoa the broker came into Sir Charles 
Raymond's ſhop ; upon that Mr. Fletcher, when I was at 
the Lord Mayor's, came to me and acquainted me of it; we 
went together, and in Birchin-lane, next door almoſt to 
Mr, Fletcher's, he deſired I would go into the back room 
to Mr. Robinſon to talk to him in the Compting-houſe. 

Court. What paſſed between you and Robinſon does not 
go to affect the priſoner at the bar? 

A. Robinſon was taken into cuſtody there. I, Mr. Innis, 
and my Lord Mayor's two officers, went to Dr. Dodd. | 

Court 2, Robinſon went with you ? 

A. Robinſon went with us: Mr, Robinſon and I, and 
one of the Lord Mayor” s men went to Dr. Dodd's ou in 
Argyle: ſtreet. 

Court. In the city of London, .or the county of Mid- 
dleſex ? pd | 

A. County of Middleſex ; we were. admitted into the 
houſe. Dr. Dodd ſoon afterwards came down ſtairs to us; 
when we were in the parlour together, Mr. Innis, myſelf, 
and Dr. Dodd and the officer; I then opened the occaſion 
of attending him; I told him I was very ſorry to attend him, 
upon ſuch an unhappy occaſion ; it was upon a charge of, 
forgery againſt him and Robinſon, who was then in cuſtody 
for forging Lord Cheſterfielq's bond. | 

. What did the Doctor ſay ? . 

The Doctor ſeemed very much ſtruck, and was ſilent 
for Grit time. I told him the broker laid the whole charge. 
to him, and I aſked the Doctor what could induce him to 
do ſuch a thing? The Doctor ſaid urgent neceſſity. | 

DO. Previous to the time of ſaying that, did he fay he 

expected any favour from the Proſecutor ? 
A. Not at the time he ſaid it was urgent neceſſity; that 
he was forced to pay ſome tradeſmens bills, that he meant 
no injury to Lord Cheſterfield, or any one, that he meant 
to pay the money back in three months. | 

Court. Vou are referring to a memorandum, when did 
you take it? 

A. I took it immediately, my Lord, in wort minutes, he 
ſaid he meant to return the money in fix months time, that 
he had certain reſources to enable him to do it; thoſe were 
the wy words. 

At the time you had this converſation with the pri 
a fakes, did you ſhew him the bond you apprehended to be 
forged ? C 2 41 
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A. T think J aid not. | 

2. Had you any converſation in the preſence of Dr. 

odd, wherein he mentioned it? 

A. Here the Broker interupted the Doctor, and faid ; 
Dr. Dodd you will defend my innocence before all preſent 3 
upon which he ſaid he did, he did, he repeated twice! dog 
I do; I think thoſe were his words; he very readily did it 
without the leaſt heſitation; I then ſaid it was a very un- 
happy affair, and aſked the Poctor if he had the money to 
reurn.” 3 


Court. Had the money been aQually advanced by F letch- 
er upon that ſecurity ?- 

A. When the bond was left at my . I 3 | 
ſtood the' money was paid from my clerk and =y brother. 

©. The money had bee payed? 

"A. Upon the Tueſday, my Lord. oe 
What reply did the Doctor make to that queſtion ? 
I aſked him if he had the mone to return, as that 
would be the only means to ſave him; he anſwered he had 
ſome; Ethen deſired him immediately to give it to me; he 
deſired to go up ſtairs to fetch it; my Lord Mayor's: officer 
refuſed her him go, updn which I defired to go with him 
myſelf. 1 defired leave of the officer to entruſt him with 
me up ſtairs ; accordingly we went up ſtairs; Dr. Dodd 
immediately ee me ſix notes © Sol. mund of Sir 
Charles Raymond and Co. that was 3000. 
\. Where did he take thoſe notes. from? 

{, Out of a bureau, out of a pigeon hole in the bureau 
he then produced his banker's book, and to the beſt of my 
remembrance there appeared the ſum of gool. which the 
banker Was debtor to him, upon the debtor fide of the bank- 
er's book; I aſked him what he could draw for, whether 
he had that money at the banker's, Whether he could draw 
for it, he ſaid he could not draw for all that; he had occaſi- 


on to make uſe of part of the money, but he could draw for 
| E or Gol. png 2h he drew: a draft, addreſt to the 


banking partners of the Exchange Company. i in St. James's 
ſtreet, according to my -minute taken down for 56ol. this 
Was between four and five o'clock, to H. and Co. 
Court. In whoſe favour was that 500l. drawn ? 
A. In favour of Mr. Ter, or bearer, for Zool. which | 
1 received immediately. - | 
Court. There is lun 50ol. unaccounted for ? 
RK. We. came ai HANS then, hes 
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* Was Dr. Dodd with you ? 
Dr. Dodd was with me ; the broker gave a graft fax 
is 25 which he ſaid he had received for his commiſſion. 
Was that in the preſence of Dr, Dodd ? 

A. Yes; that draft I underſfood was diſcharged ; It 
was paid to Mr. Fletcher. 

Court, That was given to Mr. Fletcher ? | 

A. That was given to Mr. Fletcher. After 1 had re- 
ceived 'the 5oot. draft upon the banker, I fent to Mr. 
Fletcher; I went to the Crown and Rolls, Chancery- Lane, | 
and ſent for Mr. Fletcher to come to me. 

Q. Where did you leave Dr. Dodd ? 

A: I left Dr. Dodd with the officers in cuſtody ; they 
were to go to ſome tavern or coffee houſe in the e 
hood till 1 returned. 

Q. Tou left Dr. Dodd in cuſtody in his own houſe ? 

A. Les. We then went back to Lord Cheſterfield; 
Dr. Dodd was at the York coffee houſe, St. James's ſtreets 
we went to them ar the coffee-houſe there we met Dr. 
Dodd.” „ 

Q. You went with whim ? 

A; Mr. Fletcher and Mr. "TEE Lord Cheſterkield' 
attorney; we ordered a room. 

: You went with Fletcher, and Corry, the attorney 
of Bed Cheſterfield, to the York coffee houſe * 

.. 0 

Q. In St. James s- ſtreet? 

A. In St. James's ſtreet. 

Q. | You found Dr. Dodd there? 

A: We found Dr. Dodd there, the officers, and Robin- 
ſon the broker. We ordered a room up ſtairs. When we 
were all up ſtairs together, J aſked Dr. Dodd, before the 
gentlemen prefent, if he could give any ſecurity for the re- 
mainder of the money; he immediately ſaid he would give 
any ſecurity in his power; and very readily ſaid he was rea- 
dy to make any reſtitution i in his power. I aſked him if he 
would give a judgment upon his goods; he faid he would, 
or any thing elſe; he was deſirous of doing it. He then 
executed a warrant of attorney to confeſs a judgment to ſe- 
cure the remainder of the 6001. I believe it was atteſted by 
Mr. Corry and myſelf. After he had given this judgment, 
Dr. Dodd . and ſaid, 4 think - can draw for 2001; 
more upon my banker. | 


Q Did he ſo? . t 
A. 14 
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A. I faid, if you can it will be much better; the Doctor 
immediately drew a draft for 200l. F Is reduced it to 


400l. 


Q. Was that paid? f 

A. That 2001. draft was paid ay next morning, 25 1 
have been informed, and I have no doubt of it; there then 
remained 4ool. and the judgment was entered the next Gy 
for that 400l. and execution taken out. - 

And were there goods enough to anſwer that? 

A. .Yes, I believe there are ; ; there was a diſtreſs for 
rent, and another execution, but I am told there is fullbe 
Client. 
Q. Where did you go that night? 

A. The next day was Saturday; Lord Cheſterfield 
called at Mr. Fletcher's and Raymond's houſe ; I found Lord 
Cheſterfield there. A meſſage was ſent to the Lord Mayor, 
to know his Lordſhip's pleaſure when he would be at leiſure 


to hear us. The anſwer was, that _ EI, Was CR 


my Lord Mayor. 
I; That — upon Saturday ? ? 
It was upon Saturday. 
D. Did you, in conſequence, go before my Lord 8 ? 
75 We then went before my Lord Mayor, 1125 were * 
to go evidence, | 
Was Lord Cheſterfield there? 1 30 
7 Lord Cheſterfield went. SO os | * 
©,” Was Mr. Fletcher there? | 
A. Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Innis, and myſelf. My Lord 
Mayor bound over Mr. Fletcher and Mr, Peach to proſe- 
cute, and I and the reſt to give evidence, 
9. Was the bond produced before, my Lord Mayor 
A. Yes, it was. , 
D. Were there many witneſſes examined before my Lord 


Mayor, 


4 Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Peach, Mr. Innis, and myſel, 
and I believe my Lord Cheſterfield, 
. Was the bond read ? 
Pa I den't know whether it was read; it was laid bef © ore 
my Lord Mayor when produced. 
©. What was the charge laid before my Lord Mayor! ? 
A. The information was read to the priſoner. The Lord 


Mayor had the bond before him, m_ aſked ihe priſoucr 7 


any queſtions. 
+ Croſs 
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Crojs Examination. 


9. What time of day was it, you ſaid, * the Doctor 
was firſt charged with the crime, before any offer or act, or 
offer of reſtitution was done upon the part of Dr. Dodd, : 
and you ſaid, it would be the way to fave him, if he made 
reſtitution ? 

A. Yes; the manner in which I told him, WAS, it was 
the only means, I thought, of ſaving him. 

9. Of courſe, I need not aſk you what was the import 
of ſaving him; did you mean ſaving him from any plo- 
ſec ation ? 

A. Yes; I made uſe of thoſe words. 

9. From proſecitors Council: 

Was an thing ſaid about Robinſon by Dr. Dodd, be ore 

my Lord M yor?! 

A. Before my Lord 13 980 che * ſaid Robinſon was 
innocent. 


Mr. Innis ſworn. 


2. Did you go with Mr. Manly to Dr. Dodd ? _ 

„„ | 

. When the Doctor appeared, you was in company with 
them? Do you recollect what paſſed between Manly and 
him, and what the Doctor ſaid, and what Manly ſaid. 
Mr. J. Willes. When did you take thoſe minutes ? ?T 
ſaw you referring to your minutes, 

A. Immediately after the tranſaction, 

Court. After the converſation ? 

A. After the converſation :—When I arrived at the door, 
Mr. Manly told me, in the paſſage, that Dr. Dodd had 
confeſſed every thing. 

Mr. Mans 7 FA Stay, ſtay, Mr. Innis, I aſk you not 

What was ſaid by any body, except inthe prefence of Dr. Dodd, 
Now, were you in the room with or. Dodd and Mr. Manly? 

A; Yes, Sir. 

©, Then tell me, as far as you can recollect, what paſſed 
in the preſence of Dr. Dodd, what was ſaid by Manly, or 

any other perſon to him, and what was the anſwer made by 
: Dr. Dodd? 

A. Manly aſked how he came to do fuch a thing; he ſaid, 
diſt reſs, or words to that purpoſe. 

2. What 1 were the exact words ? 


4. Urgent 


os 


7 
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4. Urgent neceſſity. 
©. You aſked him howhe came to doſuch a thing? Wiiat 
was the thing ſpoken of ? | 
A. The forgery of the bond. 
. Had Mr. Manley the bond ? 
. Yes. 
9. Did he ſhew him the head ? 
A. I believe he ſhewed him the bond; he had ſome con- ; 
verſation with him. 
Court. Q. Did he mention any thing of the. forgery 
to bim? 
A. Yes, my Lord. 
I Are you ſure ? 
Yes, my Lord. | 
. What 3 did he ſay? 
7 He ſaid, he was wilting to make a recompence 3 as far 
as it lay in his power. Mr. Manly aſked him where the 
money was ; he told him 300ol. was up ſtairs in his bureau, 
in notes of Sir Charles Raymond's and Co. 
Mr. J. Willes. Thoſe notes are payable fourteen days 
after date ? | 
A. Fourteen days after fight. 
- Who, were thoſe notes drawn to ? 
To Lord Cheſterfield, or order, 
Q. Who ſigned by? | 
A. Henry Fletcher, one of the partners of the houſe, 


* any other converſation paſs between Mr. Manly 
and Dr. Dodd ? 


A. Mr, Manly aſked him what other money he had, he 
ſaid, he thought he could draw for 5001. more upon his 
banker, which he did ne and gave it to Mr. 
Manly. 

2 Did you go before my Lord Mayor next day ? 

We went before my Lord Mayor that afternoon, 


8 When you was before the Lord Mayor, was Dr. Dodd 
there the laſt time? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Now, when you were before the Lord Mayor, what 
did Dr. Dodd ſay then? 


A. He ſaid words to this purpoſe: 1 really cannot tell 


what to ſay in ſuch a ſituation; I had no intention to de- 
fraud Lord Cheſterfield: 


Fo Are thoſe the words the Doctor ſaid 3 
As near as I can recollect: I cannot ſay word for 
wird; Mr. Butler. 


1 

Mr. Buller. Unleſs you are certain of the words, you 
mou not ſay them, When did you put thoſe minutes 

own. 

Ar. Mansfield. When did you take thoſe minutes 
down ? 

A. Immediately that 1 
AM. Buller, Re ſays now he cannot ſay. thoſe are the 
words, 

Ar. Mansfield. You ſay. the words were to that purpoſe ? 
Go on with your ſtory. 

Ar. Innis. His words were, 1 cannot tell what to ſay. in 
ſuch a ſituation, I had no intention to defraud Lord Cheſter- 
field; I hope his Lordſhip will conſider my caſe; I. was 
preſſed extremely for 300l. or 4ool. to pay ſome tradeſmens 

ills; I meant it as a temporary reſource ; I ſhould have re- 
payed the money in half a year; I have made' ſatisfaction, 
and I hope it will be conſidered. Lord Cheſterfield n 
has ſome love towards me. | 
. ©. Was Lord Cheſterfield then preſent ? | 
A. Yes..—He knows I love him, he knows I revert his 
| honour as dear as my honour. I hope he will, according. to 
the mercy that is in his heart, ſhew clemency to me. There 
is nobody wiſhes to proſecute ; ; pray my Lord Mayor con- 

ſider - that and diſmiſs me: Mr. Robinſon is certainly in- 
nocent.. | | ; 

Court. Is that all? 

A. Les. 

Court. Are you ſure thoſe were the words? for they were 
in the Morning Poſt, the very words that were taken from 
the Morning Poſt. | 

Mr. Mansfield. I aſk you whether Dr. Dodd, before he 
ſaid what you have given an account of, was before my 
Lord Mayor, charged with forging this bond! 

A. Yes, Sir, 

Croſs Examination, : 

9, Mr. Innis, if I underſtood you eh you did not 
go into Dr. Dodd's houſe, nor ſec him till. after Dr. Dodd 
had ſeen Mr. Manly? 

A. I was not there at firſt. 

I How long afterwards was you theres 

Three or four minutes. 


WER... 


FW 


( 26 J 

Mr. Fuftice Wi tes. How long was Mr. Manly there be- 

fore you? 

A, J ſuppoſe about three or four minutes, we ſet out to- 
gether in coaches, | 

2: In hackney coaches 7 

A. Hackney coaches. 

Court. After the bond was out of the poſſeſſion of Fletcher, 
and out of the poſſeſſion of Manly, while it was carried to 
Manly's chambers, there is a fraction of time to be accoun- 
ted for, in whoſe poſſeſſion the bond was, 4 

M. Mansfield. We will prove that by Mr. Peach. 

Mr. Fletcher was called to prove the bills that were re- 
14 turned by Dr. Dodd; he produced them. 

1 2. The thoſe the bills Mr. Manly returned to you ? 

1 i; Ves. 

Are they all ſigned by yourſelf ? 
They are all figned by myſelf. 

R 2: Were they what you gave for the money raiſed by the 

ond? 

A. They are what I gave to Mr. Peach for chat purpoſe. 

Mr. Mansfield. T hoſe are the bills Mr. Fletcher received 
from Mr. Manly ? 

A. Yes, I received them for Mr. Manly. 

Mr. Juſtice Willis. In order to know a little the courſe of 
your buſineſs, I would aſk you reſpecting this annuity which 
was to take place immediately for 7ool. a year, how you 
came to make thoſe bills payable at 14 days fight. 

bi A. It was the agreement of the Broker, 

1 ©. Mr. Baron Perryn, Mr. Fletcher, thoſe fix notes that 
| have been produced, were the notes that were returned by 

Dr. Dodd, as a part of the conſideration money ? 

3 A. Yes. e 

1 2. Were thoſe notes paid b y you as the purchaſe of an 

annuity payable from Lord Cheſterfield, agreeable to the bond 
which has been produced in court, or for 3000l, of it. 


14 3, X08. | 
14 Mr. Peach ſworn. 


Mr. Mansfield. You left that bond [hewing it him] at Mr. 
Manly's chambers ? 
5 A. Yes. h 
| Q. From whom did you receive it? 
A. I received it from Robinſon. 
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Q. From whom? 

A. From Lewis Robinſon. 

Q. You left that at Mr. Manly's . ? 

A. Yes, with his brother. | 

Q. Was that bond which you left at Mr. Manly's cham- 
bers what you received from Mr, Robinſon ? 

A. Yes, I called upon Lewis Robinſon, at his houſe, and 
he delivered that bond to me. Mr. Fletcher was going out 
of town, and he deſired me to go with it to Mr, Manly. 

Q. You left it at Mr. e 87 

A. Ves. 

Q. Is that the bond which is now produced ? 

A. I believe it is. | 

Qi. You have no particular mark that you made upon it; 
but from a view you have had of it, you believe it to be the 
ſame ? 

A. I believe it is. 

. That bond which you received of Robinſon, you 
left It Manly's houſe ? | 

A. I believe I did. 

Q. When you purchaſed thoſe annuities, is it uſed) to 
have an attorney of your own, to ſee that it is proper ſe. 
curity! ? 

A. No, Sir, the brokers take care of thoſe things them- 

| ſelves. Robinſon brought a letter from Lord Cheſterfield, 
purporting, that he executed that bond and warrant of at- 
torney; upon that credit I accepted the bond. 

Court. Where is that letter? 

The letter produced by the proſecutor's council. F: 

Court to the evidence. Is that the letter you received ? 

A. Yes. 

Queſtion to Mr, Manh. Was that letter on your Deſk ? 
A. Yes, f 


Mr. Robinſon ſwarn. 


Atr. Mansfield. When did you ſee that bond ſigned by 
Lord Cheſterfield, and where ? 

A. I carried this bond to Mr, Franco; Dr. Dodd, and 
ſeveral others dined with Mr. Franco and ſeveral others 
on Monday evening 

Q. Where does F ranco live? 

A. In Fenchurch-ftreet, 5 | 

Upon what day was this ? | | 
by D 2 | M Upon 
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A. Upon Monday the 3d of February. | A. 6 
Q. In this month of F ebruary ? NA 5 
A. Tes; I carried this bond and a letter, with a direAion 


to give an order to receive the money. 


A What letter? Wl 
A. With a letter which I had wrote with my own bands 


to obtain an order. 


Q. For you to receive the un! ? 
A. ke. 


12 Did that bond appear to be executed by my Td 
Ch 


erfield at the time you carried it to Mr. Fr; ranco's $? 
A. No; it was a blank, 
Q. And carried to be executed ? 


A. Yes, my Lord. 


Q: Look at the letter, is that the letter? 

R. Les. 

Q. Did you receive thoſe again of Dr. Dodd? L. 

A. Les. 

Q. When? 

A. On Tueſday morning, at his own houſe. 

Q. Was the name of Dodd written to it before you went 


With it, or in your preſence ? 


A. He witneſſed the bond in my preſence, 


Q. He wrote the name William Dodd in your ob ? 
A. Yes, | 


Q. I perceive your name is to that bond ? ? 


A. Yes. 
Q. At whoſe deſire did you, put your r name ? 
A. I atked Dr. Dodd in the morning, if the bond was re- 


gulary executed (that was upon T uetday) he ſaid, yes, and 
I put my name to it after that. When I ſaw the bond was 
executed, I deſired to know if it was regularly executed ? 
he ſaid, yes, and ſigned his name to it as a witneſs. 


Court, When the bond was produced on Tueſday by Dr. 


Dodd, was the name Cheſterfield to it ? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And Dodd ned! it in your preſence ? 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Mansfiel?, For what purpoſe did you receive it Hom 


Dr. Dodd ? 


A. To rcceive the money, tbe ſum of 1 
ou Your name is ſubſcribed as a witneſs ? 
A. Yes, my Lord, 


Court, 


a RS J 

Court. You did not ſubſctibe your name to any oder: 
bond ? 

A. Only that bond. 

Q. And that receipt ? 

A. Yes: | | 

Þ And that was the bond you ſubſcribed ? 

8 
And it was given to you to ſubſcribe? 

A. The Doctor did not aſk me to ſubſcribe, but wrote 
His own name; and I ſaid, Doctor, as it is regularly EXC= 
cuted, I may put my name after it, 

N Can you recollect, whether there was that blot pho 
the word ſeven, at the time you ſigned it? ; 

A. No, I don't recollect it was. | 

* * you receive the e in coafoquiner f i 82 

A. I did. 

Q Did you i that money to Dr. Dodd? 


es. 


Q. Pray, have you had other tranſactions of this nature, 


in negociating loans for .annuities ?. Have you had other 


tranſactions beſides this in that kind of buſineſs J7. 

A. Ves; I have done buſineſs of this kind. 

"03,1 it your practice, in tranſacting that buſineſs, to 
ſubſcribe your name as a witneſs to the execution, wic 
actually ſeeing it executed ? 

A. No, not always, ſometimes I have done it. 

QQ. Then you deceivethe perſons whom you are employed 
for, and who place a confidence in you ? Have you done it 
in any other inſtance ? | 

A. Yes, I have. 

| Court, You ſee it is a very dangerous thing, as yourſelf 
now has experienced, 


Mr. Mansfield. Look at thoſe fix notes. Are they part 


of the 42001, you received at Mr. Fletcher's ? 
[Looking at the notes. 
A. Thele are the notes, my Lord. 
Court. Are thoſe the notes you received from M r. 
Fletcher? 
A. From Mr. Peach. 
Qi. Fletcher or Peach? 
A. From Peach. 
Q. Ate they accepted? 
A. No, they are at 14 days fight. 


Q. They 


Croſs e by the Court. 5 
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Qt. They are not accepted? | g 

A. No. . 1 

Mr. F. Willes. Two out of the fix are indorſed, four arg 
not. 2 
Court to Lord Cheſterfield, Are thoſe ſignatures your Lord- 
ſhip's hand writing. 3 | 

Lord Cheſterfield looking at them ſaid, they are not. 

Proſecutor's Council, We have done. 5 
Mr. Baron Perryn, Now, Dr. Dodd, this is the time for 


| you to make your defence to what the witneſles have ſaid in 


ſupport of the charge againſt you. I will now hear any 
thing you have to alledge from that place in your defence: 
it is not the province of the council to open the caſe of a 
criminal in your ſituation: but you may contradit any 
thing that has been given in evidence againſt you; and af- 
terwards by council, may examine any witneſſes in ſupport 
of the caſe you have to ſtate to the Court. I ſhall with 
great patience hear the witneſſes, and alſo hear any thing 
you have to urge in your defence, 2 


Dr. Dodd, ſpoke to the following purpoft: 


My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, From the evi- 
dence that has this day been produced againſt me, I am now 
called upon to anſwer to the charge brought againſt me. 
There 1s no man in the world, my Lords, and Gentlemen 


of the Jury, has a deeper ſenſe of the heinouſneſs of the 


crime of which I ſtand charged, I view it, my Lord, in 
all its extent of heinouſneſs: but, my Lord, I apprehend, 
that the malignity of the crime always, both in the eye of 
Jaw, reaſon, and religion, conſiſts in the intention. Fa 


informed, that the act of parliament upon this head, runs 


perpetually in that ſtile with an intentian to defraud. Such 
an intention, my Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, has 
not been attempted to be proved upon me; and from the 
conſequences of the evidence that has appeared before you, 
it is ſufficiently proved that a perfect and ample reſtitution 
has been made, I leave it my Lords to you, and the Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury to conſider, that if an unhappy man at 
any time deviates from the law of right, yet if in the firſt 
moment of recolle&ion, he does all he can to make full and 
perret amends, what, my Lords and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, can God and man deſire more, My Lords, there 


is a variety of circumſtances too tedious to trouble you 


With 


with now, with reſpect to myſelfl. Were I to give a loofe 
to my feelings, I have many things to ſay, and I am ſure 


you would feel with me in reſpect of them. But, my Lords, 


as it appears upon all hands, and as it appears, Gentlemen 


of the Jury, in every ſenſe, that I had no intention to have 


done the leaſt real Injury to any man upon-the face of the 
earth, I hope you will conſider this-in its true ſtate, I muſt 


obſerve to your Lordſhips, though I have met with all 


poſſi ble candour from this court, I have been purſued with 
oppreſhve cruelty, I have been proſecuted, after the meſt 
expreſs engagements, after the moſt ſolemn aſſertions, and 
after. the moſt deluſive and ſoothing arguments from Mr, 


Manly. I have been proſecuted with a cruelty, ſcarcely to 


paralleled, A perſon ny a criminal, and who ſtood 
in the ſame light as myſelf, it brought forth, and admitted 
as a witneſs againſt me, which is a fact totally I believe un- 
exampled. My Lords, oppreſſed as I am with ignominy, 
loaded as I am with diſtreſs, ſunk under the weight of this 


cruel proſecution, your Lordſhips, and the Gentlemen of _ 


the Jury, cannat think life a matter valuable to me. No, 
my Lords, I ſolemnly proteſt that Death' of all bleſſings 


would be the moſt pleaſant to me, after this place. I have 
yet, my Lords, Ties that call upon me; Ties, whieh ren- 
der me deſirous even to continue this miſerable life. I have 
a wife, my Lord, who for twenty-ſeven years has livedan 
unparalleled example of conjugal affection to me; whoſe be- 
haviour, during this trying ſcene, would draw tears of ap- 


probation, I am ſure, even from the moſt inhuman, My 
Lords, I have creditors too, who will ſuffer greatly; and 1 
hope, for the ſake of juſtice towards them, ſome mercy will 
be ſhewn. My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Jury, look - 
ing upon it with the moſt impartial view, and ſtricteſt man- 
ner, and calling Heayen to witneſs, I declare poop it 
was my own intention. to have repaid it in three or four 
months, I have had Mr. Manly's repeated and moſt ſacred 
promiſes, that I ſhould not be proſecuted. As it appears 
clear to every man there is not the leaſt injury done to any 
man upon the face of the earth, I fully conhde myſelf in 

the kindneſs, humanity, and protection of my country. 
Mr. Howarth, The indictment and bond ſeem not to be 
precifely the ſame in the word ſeven, in which there is a 
| blot, | | 

Mr. Juſtice Willes, to the Fury. You muft ſay whether 
you think that word in the bond to be the word Nu 
tlrere 
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there is a blot upon it, which covers part of the x, and covers 
the whole of thee. e. | * 5 


. Mr. Fuflice Gould. You muſt be ſatisfied clearly of it, or 
it will amount to an acquittal; St EGU ee, 
No witnefles were called on the part of Dr. Dodd. 


* 


Te evidence being clſed, the Fudge furnmed up the wholy' t. 


| : i the follou mg purport ec. 
* Gentlemen of the Fury, 


William Dodd, the priſoner at the bar, ſtands indicted 
for that he upon the 4th of February inſtant, feloniouſly 
and falſely did make, forge, and counterfeit, and eauſe to 
be falſely made, forged and counterfeited, and did act and 
alli ſt in cauſing to be made, forged: and counterfeited, 4 


certain paper writing, partly printed and parthy written; 


called a bond, with the name of - Cheſterfield, and à ſeal 
thereto, purporting to be ſealed; delivered, and witneſſed. 


Wm. Dodd and Lewis Robinſon; and whieh ſaid counter- 
feit paper writing, partly printed and partly. written, is as 


The indictment ſtates the bond verbatim; which I ſhall 
mention by and by more particularly; It is a bond for the 


abſolute payment of a ſum of money by the Right Honours 
able the Earl of Cheſterfield : It is a bond to Henry Fletcher, 
in the ſum of 84ool. of good, lawful money of Great 
Britain ; the bond is for double the ſum mentioned after- 
wards, as the purchaſe money of this annuity, and after 


ſecuring that ſum of money in the condition afterwards,' ins 


ſtead of the repayment of that ſum of money-mentioned in 
the condition, it recites that an annuity of 7ool. a year was 
to be granted by Lord Cheſterfield, payable quarterly, at 
ſtated periods, and that was the conſideration of this bond; 


This is what the priſone: has laid a ſtreſs upon in his de- 


fence; it is ſaid to be with an intention to defraud the pre- 
ſent Earl of Cheſterfield, for that is. neceſſary to conſtitute 


the offence; and the next charge againſt the priſoner is for 


forging this ſecurity, only with this variation, it was with 
an intention to defraud Henry Fletcher: in either the one 
caſe. or the other, the charge in this indictment will meet 
the offence. . The next: count is for uttering and publiſhing: 


this bond with an intention to defraud the Earl of Cheſter- 
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Bed, Kitowkog 2 h b be forged and counterſeityd... The. 
count is for — and: publiſhing, with this varia- 
tion, that it was to defraud Henry Fletcher, and; then, ifhe 


wasuttered o publiſhed with an intention to deffaud the ons : 


or the other, it will be ſufficient to make out the offence © 
— this indictment. Then it goes on to mentiem 
the receipt, which is a diſtinQ offence different from theo 
bond, for if you are of opinion ee eee 
nor uttered nor publiſhed it with an intent to defraud eitben 
Lord Cheſterfield or Mr; FletEher ; if you are of opiniog 
hat be fotged this receipt for 4200]. which is: a diſtin . 
offence, © in à diſting -manner on the-.indiftiments 
It will be ſulfictent to found your verdict upon; for here it - 
is forgfelonioully forging and counterfeiting, at the ſame 
day and place, à certain paper writing, purporting to be an 
uittance for the money; to wit, 4a0ol. and to be — 4 
by Lord Chefterheld, and which: purported to;be. à tedel 
for the — that is. Kated verbatim, and it corre 
wich the: „ called upon the — cone 
cerned for the —— inſtrument itſelf win 
the ceeordy and, as 1 underſtand; it in no reſpect differs 
frotn the record; if it had, it would have been fatal: upon 
this occafian, - In this count it is laid to be, to defraud We 
PFarl of Cheſterfield; and the fixth count is charging the 
ſame receipt to have been forged, with: an intent to defraud 
Henry Fletcher; then the two laſt counts are for utterin 
and publiſhing, this receipt, knowing it to be: ſorged, - 
an intent to defraud the » Sack: of Cheſterfield and Herr. 
yen ct of thin charge, a-rariety of witnelles k. dee 
ſupport of this as W aye 
examined, and I will ſtate the evidence to you as minute} 
and particularly as Lean; and I would not willingly: omit 
= ny that has been given 
Cheſterfield was called firſt of all; he mad. 
amined then, for it was neceſſary to make him a competent 
witneſs, to ſhew that he was diſintereſted in this tranfaction, 
and relcaſed from any claim in this bond; and the firſt thing 
—_— is that nh the execution of which 3 is proved. 
_ was ſworn ; he proves the releaſe was ene ⸗ 
by Fl er to Lord Cheſterfield ; .and when that re- 
| oY read, it appeared to be a releaſe from all actions, 
and all demands, by Mr. Fletcher upon Lord Cheſterfield 
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them; then ine bond itſelf. was produced, and Manly ſwears 


that che bond had been out of his cuſtody at Mr. Fletcher” 85 


And came into his cuſtody upen Tueſday the gth of Febru- 


of inſtant z chat he dive” had te it in his cuſtody from the 4th 
February laſt; he ſays, he means the 4th. of February. 


*-Miftant 5 that it had been in his euſtody ever fince, except 


one night, Friday the 7th: of February, be went to Mr. 
that * gave it to him, and he returned it baek 
©. again, and he believes it to be the ſame bond given to Mr. 
© Fletcher. He mentioned he had delivered this bond, for 


the purpoſe: of taking a fair copy of it to his elerk ;. 'then 


the clerk is called to know, if it is the ſame bond Mr. 


* Manly delivered to him; he ſays it was, and it was never 


out of his fight, while be had TY 8 he e 


; it was in his , 


William Manly 3 this he had aid: 2 copy» 2 


| periarned it to John Manly, land during che time of this 
tranſaction, it never was out of bis euſtody. In my aps 
prehenſion there remains no doubt the bond now produced 
in Court, is the very identical bond that was left upon Mr: 
MN anly's deſk, and delivered to him by the broker and Mr. 


Fletcher. Then Lord Cheſterfield, now being a competent 
witneſs, he is called upon, and the bond is produced; he 
is'aſked whether the name ſubſcribed to the bond ĩs his hands 


Writing; he tells you, it is not his hand-writing, and that 


he never faw the bond till Friday the 7th of February in- 


ſtant; he is aſked, whether that name is ſet to his receipt; 


he anſwers that alſo in the negative, it is not his name, and 


chat he never ſaw the receipt till the fame 7th of February; 
he ſays, he knows the priſoner, Mr. Dodd's hand-writing, 


that he was his tutor; that he believes the name William 
Dodd, as ſigned as a witneſs to the inſtrument, to be Mr. 
Dodd's hand- writing; ; and ”_ n the ſame with Tek 
ro the re * 9 2 


© The next witneſs that v was s called a was whe Is a 2 he 
1s a ed with Lord Cheſterfield's hand- writing, that 
the name Cheſterfield ſet to the bond and . ns - not 


wh Lord Cheſterfichd's ge." . 3 


The ett —4 that was i was Saninel ed | 


is faid nothing material ; 2 was called to prove Dr. Dodd's 
© Ch 5 hand- 


E 
and. bring, but as he could not prove it, hisevidence mel 
by 1 * but of the caſe. © , 
Phe next witneſs was Jamey Neale; he: favs he has ſeen 
the priſoner Dodd write. The bond was ſhewti him, and 
from the ſingularity of the priſoner's hand writing, he is 
inclined to believe that the name William Dodd, ſet as a 
witneſs to the bond, and to the receipt, to he the priſoner's * 
hand writing; he ſays, the-reaſon why he believes bis and is = 
inclined to believe it, are theſe; that the priſoner is the li 
founder of a ſociety for the relief of perſons confined: for 
ſmall debts: that he has frequently ſeen him ſign his name 
at that committee; he ſays, he is the treaſurer of that ſos": | 
ciety, he is from thence induced to believe the name of his” 
priſoner in the produced inſtrument to be his hand-writings j 
that ſeems to be a very rational ground for his belief; that” - 1 
the priſoner's name to this inſtrument, to the bond, and do i 
the recept, are the priſoner's hand writing i 
The next witneſs is Lord Cheſterfield's Steward; be has 3 41 
often ſeen Lord Cheſterfield write, and he believes. Lord f 
Cheſterfield's name to the bond, and the receipt, not to be i 
his hand writing; then the bond was produced; Mr. Ho- ig 
warth, the council for the priſoner, has compared the bond 
as it was read by Mr. Reynolds. I deſired to look at the 
bond, and comparing it, letter by letter in the receipt, it is 
certain very doubtful in the's in the word ſeven, and they 
ſubmit this to your conſideration. The bond was then pro- 
duced g I deſired it might be compared with the record, if 
there was any error, that' it might be taken notice of in 
favour of the priſoner, | If 1 thought there was the. leaſt 
variation in the bond, or in the receipt, I would point it - 
out to you; for I would wich for ſuch a circumſtance in fa- 
vour of the priſoner, Here the judge read the bond and 
receipt, upon the ſecond letter of the word ſeven there is 4 
blot, which you will take notice of. It is ſigned Cheſter- 
ficld, and witneſſed by William Dodd and Lewis Robin 
ſon; — then there is a receipt of the 4th of February, 1777s 
Received of Henry Fletcher, the ſum of 42001. being tha 
confideration of the money above mentioned; at the bottom 
it was wrote, received by me Cheſterfield ; ; the names Wm. 
Dodd and Lewis Robinſon, appear as witneſſes to that, It 
is obſervable upon this ſecurity, that in the recital it was 
very elear what the annuity was to be. What the quantum 
of the annuity was to be, it was recited ; it was to be 700l, 1 
Per: annum; and therefore in the e the word ſever ll 
E 3 hundred 9 
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55 Teal en up, he had b 
© count. of all the tr 


— for Fletcher, 
| he fays upon - Jha the 4th of February, the 


* mention what he ſays from information, 


| Wedneſday evening, he 
Fletcher thought it remarkable, and he ſaid he thought it 
, was: beſt to write over another bond, and wait upon ord 


— 


4 7 4 


in 1 = hes I. ln 

. — he gives you an ac 
he ſays he was concerned 28 5 

whom this. annuity was to be 


ror und to 


produced bond with 2 warrant of attorney, and a letter, were 
ft at his hquie , he ſays, he: found —_—— for I would not 

thay i is not evi- 
he ſays the fact is, he found. this paper upon his 


... deſk, when he came home to his chambers ;- Howe inform- 


ed they were left for him to. look at, to ſee whether r all was 
right z he ſays, when he peruſed the bond at firſt, he ob- 
ſerved in the condition of the bond, a. wy remarkable. blog 


in the letter . of the word-ſeven ; be ſays it was blot of a 
very remarkable nature, and did not appear. to be the effect 
of chance, but tho operation of a pen, as if done 27 55 

be ſays it ſeemed a remarkable circumſtance, and yet 

- ebuld ſoc no roaſon from thence to ſuſpeſt it was a forgery. z 
| however ho thought it ſo remarkable, u to be neceſſary ta 


let Mr. Fletcher know it y M0 F 2 2 to and Ar. 
» 3. . 


Cheſterfield about it; that upon Thurſday the 6th of Fe- 


bruary, he went to Lord Cheſterfield, — at home: 


that he left a letter that. he ſhould call upon. him the next 
marning at ten; ſays he called the hext morning at ten, 
and ſaw his Lordſhip : 7 he ſaid his Lordſhip was up ſtairs 
when he went in, that when he came.to-bim, he ſaid you 
are come about the bond I have burnt it; büt-that was 


A. . another bond, which did. not concern the pri- 


aner. Mr. e aer ee e de e 
44 my 


and he Soars — 
or or Dodd' be deut in Argy! et. I * ce m 
the evidence as I go along. W 
f. Dodds houſe i 4s very material for. your — 3 
4 Jays, they were admitted into the houſe, and Dr. Dodd 
came: down ſtairs ſopn after they came into the houſe ; the. 
vitneſs told him he was very ſorry to attend him upon ſo 
happy an occaſion as a charge of forgery againſt him and 
obinſon then in cuſtody for forging the name of Lord Cheſ- 
#erfield-t to a bond; that the or ſeemed much ſtruck and 
__affefted, and \ was Glent ſome time, that then he told him 
the broker had laid the-whole charge againft him, and aſked 
the Dr. what could. induce him to do ſuch an act; the Dr. 
replied, del deen neceflity ;- I asked him whether any promiſe 
or farou your 


— Ban he ſaid he had no ſuch promiſe ; after 


that the Doclor ſaid, it was diſtreſs to pay ſome. tradeſmens | 


bills; chat he meant no injury to any man; that he meant 
to return the money in three months * that he had cer- 
* reſources to pay it. "=o 
1 I the converſation that Dr. Dodd held. upon the 
. of forgery. He ſays.now at the bar, in _—_ 
— — — he had no intention to. defraud... 

to conſtitute the offence that there ſhould be — 
* raud. The witneſs ſaid, he did not ſhew 
the bond at this time; the broker here interrupted, and de- 
fired he would declare his inneceney before all preſent. 

The Doctor then ſaid emphatically, I do, I do, repeati 

it twice without the leaſt heſitation, . freely. Tbe witn 
aſked the Doctor if he had the money to return? that ſeem- 
ed to be the principal object of Mr. Manly, who was con- 
cerned for Me, Fletcher. He aſked him i "he had the mo- 
ney to return, and ſaid that would be the only means of 
wing dim z he anſwered, he had and deſired to go up fairs 
to 
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10 fetch it, which the officers. fuſed? but at his requeſts,” 


he and the Doctor went up. ſtairs, and he immediately re- 
turned with fix” notes of Fool. each, which the Doctor 
took out of the pidgeon hole of the bureau; thoſe notes ap- 
peared to be part of the conſideration for the payment of this 
annuity, and then he aſked for the remainder, when the 
Doctor produced his bankers s book, here there appeared 
a ballance of 9001. due to him from his banker, and he 


dtew for 500l. more, which was addreſt to the acting part- 


ners of the Exchange banking Conipany in St. James's- 
ſtreet, to Fletcher or bearer, which was paid : — then he 
came down Rairs and the priſoner with him, The broker 


Robinſon, who had received 100l. for his Commiſſion, Which 


he-fates to be 1-half commiſſion ; that he gave a draft for 
the zocl. which was all he received; that was done in the 
preſence of Dr. Dodd, and this 1001. was alſo paid; and 


and went with Fletcherand Corry to the York Coffee-houſe, _ 


in St James's-ftreet, where they found Dr. Dodd and the 
officers ; they had a room up ſtairs; and then they aſked 
Dr. Dodd if he would give any ſecurity for the remainder of 
the money. He ſaid he would give any ſecurity in his 

power; and the witneſs aſked if he would give for ſecurity 
a judgment on his goods, which he did. He ſays Dr. Dodd 
afterwards drew a bill for 200]. which made the remaining 
ſum. 4ool. he ſays that an execution has been ſince taken 

out for that ſum upon the Doctor's effects, and he ſays a 
a diſtreſs was taken for rent; but according to Mr. Manly's 

apprehenſion, there will be ſufficient ta anſwer that fum, 
fo that will anſwer the ſum originally advanced for this 
annuity. Then the priſoner was braught before the Lord 


"Mayor upon the Saturday, and that he and ſome of the 


perſons preſent were bound over to proſecute, and to appear 
and give evidence. But when the recognizance was read, 
it appeared to be for them all, The bond was then produced 

before the Lord Mayor, in the preſence of the prifaner, 
and he ſays, the priſoner held the light converſation that 
paſſed between them at Dr. Dodd's houſe; that he admitted 
the facts before the Lord Mayor, that he before acknow- 
ledged to the witneſs at his own houſe, and pretty much in 
the ſame terms, according td his recollection. He is croſs 
examined, and ſays it was near four in the'afternoon when 
he was at Dr, Dodd's houſe, That he told the Doctor, if 


he returned the money, he thought it would be the" only 
means of ſaving him from any proſecution; that was his 
apprehenſion, This declaratiou of his, that it would: be a 
means of ſaving him, was after he had confeſſed the fact, 
and before the teſtitution of the money. I don't ſee there 
Was any thing in Mr. Manly's making a declaration of that 
kind, as ir was in order to get back the money for his eli⸗ 

ent. He ſays that he admitted before them all, that Robin- 


ſon was innocent. 


4 1 


The next witneſs was Albert Innis. He ſays he was pre- | 


ſent at Dr. Dodd's houſe ; he fays'Mr. Manly afked him 
how he came to do ſuch a thing as to forge the bond, men- 
tioning the forgery of the bond in queſtion. The prifoner 


ſays, which confirms Manly's teſtimony in toto, that it was 


urgent neceflity, and that he was willing to make a recom- 
pence as far as was in his power. He ſays, that he pro- 


duced the 3oool. in notes of Sir Charles Raymond, payable 


to Lord Cheſterfield, ſigned Henry Fletcher; and, he ſays, 
the Doctor made uſe of theſe words in his examination be- 
fore the Lord Mayor: I cannot tell what to ſay in ſuch a 
. ſituation ; I had no intention to defraud ; I hope his Lord- 
_ ſhip will conſider my caſe, I was preſſed extremely for 
- 390 or 4ool. to pay ſome tradeſmens bills; I meant it as a 
temporary reſource; -I ſhould have repaid the money in half 
a year, I have made ſatisfaction, and 1 hope that will be 
_ conſidered, Lord Cheſterfield certainly has ſome love to- 
| wards me; he knows I love him; he knows I regard his ho- 
' nour as dear as my own; I hope he will, according to the 


mercy that is in his heart, ſhew clemency to me; there is 


nobody wiſhes to proſecute ; pray, my Lord Mayor, con- 
ſider that, and diſmiſs me; Mr. Robinſon is certainly in- 
nocent. And Innis ſays, he was charged at this time before 
my Lord Mayor with forging the bond. Upon his croſs ex- 
amination he ſays, he was not in the room at firſt when 


Manly came to Dr. Dodd's houſe ; that Manly was there 


before him only two or three minutes. If you believe this 
_ teſtimony. Dr. Dodd repeatedly confeſſed this matter at his 
own houſe, and before the Lord Mayor, When he was 
expreſsſly charged, he did not pretend to deny the commiſ- 
ſion of the fact; only, to extenuate the guilt of it, ſaid 
he meant to make reſtitution by returning the money. Then 


the next witneſs is Mr. Fletcher, to whom the fix bills are 


produced; and he fays the fix bills produced by the pri- 
ſoner to Mr, Manly, for the ſum of 3oool. drawn * 
8 | ir 
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Bir C. Raymond and Co. are che fame which were - paid 
jn part of the agreement; - which he gave to Samuel Peach; 
who paid the ſame to Lewis Robinſon. Then a letter is pro- 
duced ſigned Cheſtetkeld, which is not proved to be Lord 
Cheſterfield's hand writing; that his Lordſhip has been 
Examined too; and he declares it is not his hand 3 | 


- The laft witneſs that was called is Lewis Robinſon. Now, 


gentlemen, here I will take up what my brothers put me in 


mind of: you are not to lay the ſame ſtreſs upon the confu- 
ſion of Dr. Dodd at the Lord Mayor's, becauſe you may 


very fairly preſume that confuſion was made, after Mr. 


Manly had thrown out thoſe deluſive hopes, that the reſti- 


tution of the money would purge the offence z but the 


confeſſion prior to ſuch declaration, which was made at his - 
houſe upon the firſt opening of the affair, will have ſuck 
weight as it ought to have in your minds. 6 SRTIN] 
— the laſt witneſs examined is Lewis Robins - 
fon ; be ſays he carried this bond to Mr. Franeo's, ia 
Fenchurch-ftreet, where Dr. Dodd dined on Monday the 
gd of February, with a letter that himſelf wrote, contains 


ing an order for him to receive the money. He ſays, at 


that time it was an unexecuted bond filled up, but the name 
Cheſterfield was not to the bond, nor to the receipt." He 
afterwards received the ſame bond, executed from Dr. Dodd, 
at his houſe in Argyle-buildings, upon "Tueſday the 4th of 
February; then it appeared to be executed, and the receipt 
ſigned, with the name: Cheſterfeld ſubſcribed to the bond 
and receipt; that he received the bond for the purpoſe of 


receiving the money for Dr. Dodd; be ſays his name is 


ſubſcribed as a witneſs to che bond and receipt, that he ſaw - 


him write it in his preſence, that Dr. Dodd did not aſk him 
to witneſs it, but Robinſon himſelf ſaid to Dr. Dodd, if 


you ſaw the bond regularly executed I may ſubſcribe 
name, which he then did'; that ſeems to be a-voluntary 


in him, which is a very improper one; he ſays he afterwardy _ | 
: _— the money and carried it to Dr. Dodd; 1 aſkedhim 


he ever witneſſed a bond before, without ſeeing it execus - 
ted ; which he anſwered. in the affirmative ;| then the notes: 
are ſhewn him, which he ſaid he received at Fletcher's z 
they are figned Fletcher, and two of thoſe notes are endorſed 


| Cheſterfield ; Lord -Cheſterfield is aſked whether thoſe in- 


1 J 

This is all the evidence upon this occaſion, given upon 
the part of the proſecution. Then the prifoner is called 
upon to know what he has to ſay in his defence. He made 
a very pathetic ſpeech, which, 1 dare ſay, will have its due 
weight ; he reſts it upon two points; the one is, that he 
had no intention to defraud; and the other is, that he meant 
to make reſtitution. Now, it is for your conſideration, 
whether there was not an original intention of defrauding 
Lord Cheſterfield, or Mr. Fletcher. Whether he would 
be ever able to make reſtitution, does not appear; and if he 


© had not, it would ultimately have been to the loſs of Lord 
Cheſterfield, or Mr. Fletcher; and. if excuſes of this kind 
were to weigh in the minds of the Jury, it would be a de- 


fence for criminals of every kind and ſpecies. I believe there 
are many people, who rob from neceſſity, and may mean to 
make reſtitution ; but whatever may paſs in your own 
minds upon that queſtion, if they do thoſe acts which the 
law conſiders as illegal, they. muſt take the conſequenzes 
but the whole is for your own conſideration. Whether the 
execution of a forged bond, and afterwards receiving ſo 
conſiderable a ſum as 4200). was done with an intention to 
make a reſtitution to Lord Cheſterfield, or to Mr. Fletcher, 
the whole of the evidence is before you; you are the judges 

of the fact. You. will confider the indictment, and the 
bond, and the receipt. If you are of opinion there is any 
variation in them, then the charge in the indictment is not 


ſupported. But if ＋ ſhould be of opinion there is any va- 


riation with reſpect to the bond; yet if there is not any 
with reſpect to the receipt, it is ſufficient to ſupport this 
charge; for there is a count in this indictment to anfwer 
that charge. The whole is before you, with theſe obſer- 
vations. The facts ſeem to be clear, if you give credit to 
the witneſſes, and if there is no foundation to diſcredit them; 
the fact has been ſupported by the evidence; and you have 
alſo the confeſſion of the priſoner in corroboration of it. 
Lou are the judges of it. I leave it entirely with you. If 
you are of opinion he is Guilty, you will find him ſo. If 
you are of opinion he is Not Guilty, you will acquit 


is 


their verdiQ—GUILTY. 


- 0 U 


© The Jury retired for about half an hour, and brought in 
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Subſtance of the Arguments on the Admiſſi- 
bility of LEWIS ROBINSON, as an Evi- 
_ dence in the Trial of Dr. DODD, for 
Forgery, before Mr. Juſtice WILLES, Mr. 
Juſtice GOULD, and Baron PERRYN., 


{ Mr. Howarth, Counſel for Dr. Dodd, opened the Argu- 
ments againſt. putting the Priſoner on his Trial, if 
Mr. Lewis Robinſon was to give Evidence againſt his 

Client.] | 3 


5 Mr. Howarth. 


T is my duty, my Lords, as counſel for Dr. Dodd, to 
L argue againſt my client's pleading to an indictment, 
wherein the name of a man, who was committed as prin- 
cipal with him, now ſtands on the back of the indictment. 
I tate to your Lordſhips, that no perſon, whatever ought 
to plead to an indictment, if the witneſs againſt him is not 
legal and competent evidence, and evidence legally found 
before the Grand Jury, EE ITE 
Judge Willes then defired, that the ſurreptitious order for 
Lewis Robinſon, to be taken from Newgate, to give evi- 
dence at Hicks's Hall againſt Dr. Dodd might be .read. 
The order was read, and then the recognizance, wherein 
Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Manly, and Samuel Peach only were 
bound over to proſecute in 5ool. each, and Lord Cheſter- 
field and Mr. Innis, and the others, bound over- to give 
evidence againſt Dr. Dodd and Lewis Robinſon. 1 


5 8 . Judge 


cret. My Lords, it is enough for me to ſay, his name is 


04) 
Judge Willes then ordered, that the order be vacated and 
void, having been ſurreptitiouſly obtained. | 


The indictment againſt Dr. Dodd was then read, con- 
taining _ counts, for forging with intent to defraud, &c. 
and publiſhing with intent to defraud. 


Mr. Howarth then purſued his argument againſt putting 
Dr. Dodd on his trial. Your Lordſhips, ſaid he, are in 
poſſeſſion of the facts, and you are informed alſo, that 
Lewis Robinſon's name is on the back of the bill, by which 
your Lorſhips will ſee, that Lewis Robinſon has been exa- 
mined as evidence againſt Dr. Dodd, How his evidence 
was obtained, it does not become me to ſay, whether by 
hurry, ignorance, or ſomething worſe, Suffice it, his evi- 
dence has been obtained. A gentleman of a truly laudable 
ſpirit has taken it up, and the officer has met with that 
degree of reprobation which the court thought he deſerved ; 
but it ſtands now as a certain fact, that Lewis Robinſon 
has been carried to give evidence, without the leave of 
your Lordſhips, and without any legal authority. It is ob- 
vious to your Lordſhips, that every witneſs, where there 
has been the leaſt degree of criminality, wiil endeavour.'to 
exculpate himſelf, It is manifeſt alſo, that Lewis Robin- 
ſon, to ſcreen himſelf, will endeavour to throw the whole 
weight of the guilt on Dr. Dodd. An evidence, therefore, 
I preſume, in ſuch caſes, the bench of Judges will never 
receive... Won „„ | 


My Lords, it is impoſſible for any perſon to know what 
paſies before the Grand Jury, There is always an oath of 
ſecrecy, and what is there ſaid never can tranſpire. A fair 
inference, therefore, may be drawn from this tranſaction, 
and it is fair argument to ſay, that the gentlemen on the ſide 
of the proſecution eenceived it highly neceſſary to procure 
Lewis Robinſon to be carried to Hicks's Hall, in order that 


they might fix the weight of the guilt on Dr. Dodd. If he 


was thought material, as he has been committed as a princi- 


pal, his evidence cannot be admitted. But a bill has here 


been forged by means of a man's evidence, whoſe evidence 
is not legal. It may be faid in anſwer, that there were 
ſeveral other witneſſes; that it does not yet appear what the 
evidence of this Lewis Robinſon was; *tis a profound ſe- 


on 


"4 
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on the bill. I am happy to fay, that this conduct and 


mode of obtaining evidence, has already incurred the high . 


diſpleaſure of your Lordſhips, and, I am ſure, from your 
regard to law and juſtice, your Lordſhips will not put my 
client on his defence. | 


Ar. Cowper. I beg leave to ſupport Mr. Howarth in his 


arguments, that this indictment ought to be quaſhed, and 


it has received the ſanction of the Grand Jury, by an evi- 
dence that ought not to have been produced, x | 


The neceſſity of obtaining evidence from parties who are 


particeps criminis, who are equally guilty, is often found 


extremely neceſſary; and then it muſt appear to the ma- 
giſtrate, and the magiſtrate muſt admit the evidence: but 
where a man is brought as a criminal before a magiſtrate, 
and there is evidence to ſhew he is a principal, and he is 
committed as a principal, I ſubmit to your Lordſhips whe- 
ther ſuch men can be evidence afterwards ? I aſſert that 
Mr. Robinſon was illegally obtained: he was improperly 
carried before the Grand Jury. It is not neceſſary to caſt 


reflections on the officer of the court; it is ſufficient, Lewis 


Robinſon has been ſurreptitiouſly obtained as evidence, and 
I am ſure the gentlemen on the other fide will not attempt 


to ſay it is juſt, 'My Lords, it is neceſſary to comment on 


it, it needs no argument to maintain, that the order being 
ſurreptitiouſly obtained, the evidence of Lewis Robinſon 
ought not to have come before the Grand Jury, How the 
Grand Jury found the bill is immaterial, becauſe that, in 
its nature, muſt remain an entire ſecret. — 


In the caſe of the forgery between the Perreaus and Mrs. 
Rudd, who ſhould be admitted an evidence, even here 
differences of opinion with the bench aroſe about the ad- 
miſſion of evidence. How then can it be doubted when the 
priſoner is in Newgate, and in cuſtody of the court. 


Ar. Buller. It has been the eſtabliſhed laws of the land, 
that unleſs a bill of indictment be preferred to, and agreed 
by a Grand Jury, no man can be hurt if his trial. There 


have been inſtances where only eleven of the Grand Lone + 


have found the bill, and on the one diſſenting voice the bill 
was thrown out. The proceedings in this cafe, my Lords, 
fall in the ſame degree of reaſoning. The evidence befote 


the 
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the Grand Jury ſhould be ſuch as the law allows. This 
evidence is in every reſpec} illegal. The attorney, or gen- 
tlemen on the proſecution, have obtained this evidence. 
They have thought fit to bargain with Lewis Robinſon to 
let him off, and for the purpoſe of giving evidence againſt a 


wan who ſtands in a far leſs criminal light than himſelf. 


J beg leave to afk, my lords, whether the evidence of Lewis 
Robinſon has not had an improper effect before the grand 


Jury? Is Mr. Robinſon a perſon whoſe evidence ought to 


be received? Lord Hale is deciſive on this point, in the 
caſe. of Henry Toole, for burglary. There were. two men 
committed for. a burglary, and both principals : one cox- 
FESSED himſelf guilty, and was admitted an evidence. Has 
Mr. Robinſon confeſſed his guilt ? The priſoner and Mr, 
Robinſon were both committed as principals; and being 
committed as principals, I humbly ſubmit to your lord- 
ſhips, it is impoſſible for one to give evidence againſt the 
other. This being therefore an improper evidence, I move 
with the other two learned counſel, that this inditmept be 


* 


quaſhed. | 5 
Mr. Mansfield. I am council, my lords, on behalf of the 


' Proſecution, and I muſt confeſs I have this day heard ar- 


guments totally new to me. I hope, my lords, to be be- 
lieved, when I ſay I have no wiſh, but that juſtice ſhould 


take its free courſe, and ſure I am, I would not oppoſe the 


objection to this evidence, if it was any ways improperly 
obtained. I always underitood, my lords, that grand juries 
were not intended as a puniſhment, but for the protection 
of Engliſhmen : it is for grand juries to confider who is, and 
who is not competent evidence, I apprehend, my lords, 
that even ſuſpicion is ground enough for a bill to be found 
by a grand jury-; but I muſt beg leave to take notice of ſome 
dangerous doctrines made uſe of by the oppoſite council. 
They contend that Lewis Robinſon was improperly taken 
to be a witneſs. I conceive, my lords, it was an order of 
courſe ; becauſe, if your lordſhips had refufed it, the ha- 
beas corpus would have been applied for to take Lewis Ro- 
binſon before the grand jury, and the habeas corpus muſt 
have been granted. 85 


Judge Gould ſtopped Mr. Mansfield, and told him he was 
wrong in ſaying, it would haye been an order of courſe; 
becauſe it was applied for, and refuſed, "oo © © © 

N Mr, Mar Jo 


; 12 1 | 
Ar. Mansfield reſumed. I don't pretend to ſay whether 
the bench would or would not have granted the order; but 
I preſume, that if the law ſays a man is not a legal wit- 
neſs, no court of judicature can make him legal. 35 


I éhave heard it ſaid, that it may depend upon the ourt 
or magiſtrate, whether a man may be admitted as a witneſs, 
1 know no ſuch law: as much as I revere a court of judica- 
ture, I don't know that it depends on the court: thoſe who 
procured Robinſon may be culpable, but notwithſtanding he 
is competent, I am ſorry to ſay I have heard-refleftions caſt 
on Lewis Robinſon, I muſt beg to ſay a word on that Head: 
it has been ſaid Mr. Robinſon was as great a criminal, if 
not more ſo, than Mr, Dodd. 1 differ widely in opinion. 
I think, when compared with the priſoner, Mr. Robinſon 
is perfectly innocent: he thought the bond good, or he never 
would have ſigned it. Something has been alſe ſaid about 
making bargains, when life is at ſtake : the whole of the ar- 
gument aſſumes his guilt. Does your lordſhips know any 
thing of Robinſon's guilt? i 


Indge Willes. The court does not aſſume Robinſon's 
guilt, he is committed as principal in guilt, © © 
Ar. Mansfield, The recognigance makes no difference 
in the cafe; all that appears, is, that this man is com- 
mitted for the ſame crime as Dr, Dodd ; there is yet no evi- 
dence of guilt, nor did I ever know that a man committed 
for a crime, is incapable of becoming a witneſs. Accoms 
plices in the greateſt crimes-are often admitted, but I muſt 
confeſs it ought to'be done with the greateſt care. | 
Judge Gould. I have read an excellent treatiſe, written by 
Mr. Fielding on the increaſe of robbers: where it is ſaid, 
that thoſe who have all the circumſtances before them may 
. adit, * | „ 45 


Ar. Mansfield quoted Mrs. Rudd's caſe, where ſhe was 
admitted evidence, but the juſtices there, the counſel ſaid, 
precluded themſelves. It is new to me, ſaid he, that it ſhall. 
depend on the diſcretion of the judges, whether a man ſhall 
be a competent witneſs; as to the queſtion of compe- 
tency, it depends on law, not on the court. What is it 

Mr. Robinfon has. done? he did not receive the bond of the 
£ Farl of Cheſterfield, but of Dr. Dodd. The caſe from 
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Lord Hale of two men being in jail and charg'd, but not 
indicted, and one man confeſſing he was legally admitted 
evidence, but what does charge ſignify? it does not fignify 


that he was indicted, 


Judge Willes. It is laid down in Lord Hale, 309, that 
where two men re charged for the fact, one ſhall not be 
evidence againſt the other, unleſs, that man confeſſes, Charged 
and indicted are ſynonimaus terms. POWAY wee ho 


Mr. Mansfield. If twenty | men are on the back of the 


ijndictment, and one witneſs is among them that proves the 


fact, the grand jury are at liberty to find the bill. As to 
Robinſon and the other witneſſes, it is impoſſible to fay 
what evidence each gave, and whether the bill was found on. 
the evidence of Robinſon.— And it being neceſlary that the 
grand jury muſt put what names are neceſſary on the in- 
dictment, I humbly ſubmit that the trial muſt go on 
Fudge Willes, I deſire to know one fingle inſtance where 


a man was committed for the fact, was ever admitted an 


evidence without leave of court. 


Ar. Davenport. I beg leave to ſupport my learned friend's 
arguments. The proſecuter has certainly a right to adduce 
all neceſlary evidence, 1-4 ; E 


The Judges called on Mr. Reynolds, Clerk of Arraigns, 
to ſtate the practice of the Court. ; 350 * 


Mr. Reynolds, The Court were always of opinion, that, 
a man committed for the fact, may by the Judges be ad- 
mitted an evidence, if his name is in the calendar; but it 
1s never done without the order of Court, nor unlefs his 
name is in the calendar, Robinſon's name was not in the 
calendar, | : 3 


acquains che court the proſecutors ſo intended to have Robin- 
ſon madW@gdence ; and I think, my lords, the officer of 
not be reflected on.— The attorney is a 
er, and is publicly charged with ſurrepti- 
tious procec i in the news- papers of this day, I _— 

Pt | alſo 
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abe, that the removal of any priſoner from this jail, is a 
matter of 8 and N it to be. a camman practice, 
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Judge E Spül. I do not think: 4 Mr. Baxenportz Mr. 
Akernian has been e for 2¹ years, - and Knows the 
Le e | 


ws Os 5 - a 7 
A CE 


Mr. Aber man denied Meds ever: was e web a N 2 
"raking a man out of Newgate; without: order of the court, 
The juſtices of Hicksis — be _ * 1 but he 
always applied to court. 


Judge Willes, The Middleſex juſtices have. no right or 
Power to ſend for priſoners out of ae Jail of Nougate. 


Mr. Manly. ( Attorney for Proſecutor ) I was acquainted at 
Hicks's Hall, that I might wait to eternity if I did not ob- 
tain their order. In conſequence I did obtain their order, 
and had Lewis Robinſon brought up. ; 


Judge Willes. This is a new matter, we have no proof 
before us of any ſuch order, 


Mr. Coby ¶ Juſtice of Peace) Such orders are never 
given from Middleſex juſtices, to ſend up for London pits 
ſoners before a grand jury. 


Ar. Davenport. The fact i is, Mr. Robinſon is evidence. 
He was before the grand jury.—Had Mr. Akerman taken 
his faith for his return it is no matter; he was there, and 
whether fair or not fair, being there, there is no queſtion 
whether Robinſon is or is not competent evidence, The 
grand jury would have been indictable, if they had rejected 
him, and I, as counſel for ſuch a grand jury, ſhould have 
ſtood in a very aukward ſituation.— Whatever may be in 
favour of the priſoner, whatever has been done, ſtil!l Mr. 
Robinſon is competent; the time to argue it is, when Mr. 
Robinſon is brought into court. If the gentlemen of the 

.profecutivmiare premature, they are Rt in poſſeſſion of the 
bill from the grand jury. 


Judge Gould, If Robinſon is competent, and conviction 


| enſues, the opinion muſt remain for the twelve Judges. 


CG | Baran 
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Baron Perryn. If the indictment goes on, and the pri- 
ſoner is convicted, and the judges ſhould be of opinion it is 
improper evidence, the priſoner:can-neyer-he-indicted again; 
but if Rohinſon's evidence ſhould be N now as in- 
competent, another bill might immediately be found. I am 


* 


8 opinion that the judge would never have objected, if the 


priſoner had been in cuſtody. All thefe difficulties and loſs 
of time ariſe from an unuſual lenity towards the priſoner, 
Who, if he had been a comman man, would þave been in 
// ĩ ĩ ĩ ĩ 01 oy, 


| Mr. Howarth, I conſent that the trial ſhould go on, if 
it maybe -. gn before the twelye judges, ſhould Dr. Dodd 
be convicte e e 4 12 h : 7 Pra ©. 
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TIS DOSES At r r 
QUCH is the ſubſlance of a Trial, conducted in a manner 
I the, moſt extraordinary, and connected with circume . 
Rances the. moſt ſingular and ſtriking, that ever affected the - 
courſe of juſtice, Foreign and future hiſtorians will, in 
Il probability, quote it, ih oppoſition to that idea of Tle- 
9 — and generoſity which in this country are vainly 

affixed to the adminiſtration of legal authority, - | 
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vidual in the kingdom. Hence candour and 1 
are no Where expected more generally. The public look 
oh men in office with à critical and jealous eye. Their 
ſuffragez which is the beſt reward virtue can poſſeſs in this 
world, is uniformly inſeparable from the conſtant exercife 
of ſteadineſs and integrity; but whoever , ſacrifices theſe 
irtues to ſiniſter views, unavoidably and juſtly becomes the 


V 
ſcorn, cuntempt and execration of his countrymen, 


The character which Dr. Dodd has hitherto ſuſtained, as 
a clergyman of no inferior claſs, as a man of parts, as a 
ſcholars and gentleman, intitled him to all the indulgence 
the law could allow. And yet, thanks to that providence 
who has hitherto watched us with the tendereſt inſpection, 
there are few inſtances. of a proſecution in this country being 
Garried on with ſo much PO The 3 
I A a8 
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during the whole period of his impriſonment, and under 
the circumſtances of a public trial, is an authentic teſti- 
mony to the truth of his profeſſion. From firſt to laſt 


he is candid, undiſguiſed;. and penitent, - ſwerves not in a 


ſingle inſtance from rhe truth, apart from that one deed for 
which he is capitally indicted; gives proof of a much better 
heart than any of thoſe concerned in his Preſccutien; and 


a * 4A — 


world, ahd under rs ſanftion of Jaws Vang fanied: for Bua 
manity, is baſely wronged of his feputation, his comfort, 

and RY his life. Suppoſe the charge as attrocibiis as 
you will, and bandied about with all the aggatavating cir- 

cuthſtances which the ehvy and malignity of little mind 
can fabricate, had he not a right to juſtice fairly exerted? 
or, if the leaſt biaſs can ever be indulged, ſhould it not be in 

fayour of . humanity? In all ages ſociety has ſuffered ex- 
tremely from the! rigors: Kidom or never” from the hs of F 
Ea, law, 8 : 
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From che a nditient! up nis . pure noweretg Ha. 
Dior could Hot but be frrack and cbnfeundet;” by marks 
of*the moſt "Fatiguinary reſetitinent” im the parties that kf 's 
peared ah bit; 7 hite his wind was Jet heav ing abt 80 
ſwelling under call Arr s läggelteck By his new ſitüatibn, 
in the mortifying proſpect of public infamy, vulgar inſults, 
the horrors of a priſon, and moſt of all, the tender conflicts 
of domeſtic diſtreſs, he was aſked, how. he came 10 do ſuch. a „5 
#Hnp? Surely fuch interrogations in ſuch crcimſtances re.” 
quired” foie” delicacy.” Bit, alas? it rem?" Hot to Hav? 
bekn függeſted from ahh y Friendly' intenrion, And 'the Hear 
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What meaning either $0” the, publie,:or his; own. con{eÞa © 
ence, EH Mr. M put on his promiſe to the priſoner, that 1 
his giving up the money would be the only means to ſaue him? 
Was not this done without reluctance, and as ſoon "as de- 
ſired? But how has Mr. M— acted in conſequence of | 
it? Has he taken any ſteps to verify his own word, of ac- 1 
quit the Doctor ? It were to be wiſhed, for the ſake of 2 
human nature, this queſtion could be anſwered in the affir- | 
mative. Rather does ĩt not deſerve to be marked? with what | 
ſingular aſperity he proſecutes the life of the poor unhappy 

man whom his promiſe had deluded with hopes of eſcape ! 

This pitiful manceuvre is, notwithſtanding, juſtified from a 

quarter where onę would have expected to have heard it re- 
probated in the ſevereſt terms. And the falſe maxim from 

which the priſoners criminality originated, receives the pub- 

lic ſuffrage of his judge—<* I don't ſee”, ſays he, there was 

C any thing in that, in Mr. Manlys making a declaration of 

c that hind, as it was in order to get back the money for hig 


Rd 
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The diligence with which evidence has been muſtered ip 
1 criminal on this occaſion, is a ſtriking proof 
what ſome people can do when they have a certain point to 
carry. I ſay nothing about Mr. Robinſon, as every man 
owes the firſt duty to himſelf. His life was at ſtake by in- 
cautiouſly giving into a common practice, which, however; 
is not the lels criminal on that account. And in his ſitua- 
tion who would not do all in their power to eſcape? I wilh- 
only he had not fo ſtrongly ſignified his averſion- of a cha- 
rater he has at laſt aſſumed, as he often did. But that 
man can little. promiſe on -himſelf who has not reſolution 
enoggh. to withſtand the dictates of a quibbler,.. Let -his- 
are in the matter be as trifling as you pleaſe to get the. 

oftor caſt for a forgery, which moſt people are now ſarts - 

d was, only intended as a temporary reſource, and which, 
at the commencement of the proſecution, did no injury to 
any one, What is done? why means are found contrary to 
all formality, and independent of the court, to haue Robi mn * 
ſon admitted an evidence; which, perhaps, was. the only 

5 | | con- 
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concluſive , one that determined the trial. The folly and 


meanneſs that mark the , inſtrument of this deceit are very 


| Ariking : and the heart of every honeſt: man muſt tell him, | 


that the act by which this ſurreptitious evidence, was thus 


fraudlently obtained againſt the criminal, however leſs ame- 


nable to human, is not leſs attrocious to divine Jaw than the 
forgery itſelf, Its intention was evidently to fave one a 
little trouble, at the dreadful expence of another's life, 


It is fingular and aſtoniſhing to find on this occalion the 


very bench tinctured with harſhneſs, and the conduct of all 
indirectly cenſured who had ſhewn the priſoner any marks of 
humanity, Juſtice, to be ſire, knows no diſtinftion of 
perſons, but there is no ſituation of wretchedneſs in which 
the human, heart does not ſhare. The deepeſt de gree of, 
guilt precipitates not a fellow- creature beyond the verge of 
ympathy. Here is at leaſt much worth to ballante an 
action however formally, not intentionally criminal, which 
might be well ſuppoſed to ſoften, though it could not 


aſide the courſe of juſtice. There is ſomething in os 


ſenfibility, even under the heavieſt imputation, and ſtronge 


ardened of the human kind. Fallen virtue is an object o 


Ee of guilt, that wonderfully intereſts the n 


commiſeration, tenderneſs and reſpect in the very depths of 


infamy. Had the Doctor been a common man, thoſe in- 


ſtances of inhumanity could not have made ſuch a general 


impreſſion: they would not in another of leſs delicacy have 
been felt. And who knows not that what is no more than 
bluntneſs, or mere jncivility, to one, is often the height of 
cruelty to another ? 


It has been noticed as a phœnomenon of a vety fingulat 


nature by foreigners of diſtinction, that ee Engliſh 


nobleman could fit fo deliberate a ſpectator of his tutor's in- 


famy. Things of this kind are rare. How void of ſenſi- 


bility is the charaReriſtic of the age How can they wd 


have the advantage of neither education nor company b& 
more poliſhed than they are, when their ſuperiors, who do 
not want for beth, ſtill diſcover ſa much barbarity and 


Iti 


harſhneſs ? 


45 


58 J 


In the charge to the jury, they are not left at liberty ta ex- 
erciſe their own judgments, in determining whether it was in 
the Doctor's intention or power to make the reſtitution 
which he ſays he meant. They are told expreſsly, that it 
does not appear he could, This idea ſeems uttered in the 
ſtrongaſt terms, that it was the only way to fix criminality 
on his deſign, without which there could be no guilt. Judges 
ſhould be the more delicate in what they throw out on theſe 
peczfion, that there are ſo few inſtances of a jury once 
in poſſeſſion of a jndge's opinion, returning a contrary 


” ) verdict. 


On the whole, the Doctor has felt the tendereſt mercy of 

his proſecutors 2 be horrid cruelty. Tt is attended, however, 

with one very flattering circumſtance to a feeling heart, 

that his caſe has, at laſt, effectually exerted the ſympathy 

of his countrymen, who univerſally pity him in proportion 

a$ they deteſt the ftrutagems that have been adopted for ac- 
compliſhing his ruin. And there are not wanting among 

ſ - them, I 3 wao would rather have been Doctor Dodd 
11 at the bar, with all that juſtice thus overſtretched could do 
 againft him, than 3 thoſe who were ſo active in having 
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